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back In Calf 

;B> (Ap) — General H. Norman Schwankopf was bade Sunday 

:^l j? ^ GtriT war and the 700,000 affied 

sniped in SautB Arabia after a 
■ two-day sioposer. in Egypt for a meeting wiih President Hosni Mubarak, 
' :° ng . Qf *b fr^eaiffi?gF Af»b meagbersof rite 33-aaaon aUiance. UA nriEiaiy 

- spokCpnKi ii the joint urfoonafion b u r eau a tbe kingdom would only 
>* - ^firinfeaLhe - had arrived" taSandl Arabia, but would not provide derails 

sc he dule. or-saywhere be. had landed, "All we aa say is be's here 
JO'^t troops,’’ said Captain Dave Mallard at the information bureau in 
>Poab^, M«:of die {roc^cotomandetf by Gen. S ch w a rz k opf during 
vtse war have already {eft, and been replaced by new forces since the 
geafci^ ititirned 'iei the UmtM Slates mApril. Geo. Schwarzkopf had 
/, -Opaation. Desert Storm from makeshift headquarters in the 

- Saudi capital, Riyadh! When he left Egypt.br was reportedly beaded for 
: ^’ieddah. W2ifle. UiGairo, (xa Schwarzkopf told reporters he wn ready to 

; «w p Ba nd jaothcf oolitsjy strike agitiim Iraq if ordered. 
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Hassan denies role in Diouri expulsion 

PARIS (R) — King Hassan II of Morocco said Sunday he played no role 
in Prance's expulsion to Gabon last month of a Moroccan dissident. “That 
individual bad lived in France for 20 years." King Hassan told France's 
TF1 television channel, referring to Abdelmoumen Diouri. who returned 
to Paris last week after a French court ruled his expulsion was illegal. “If I 
had wanted to ask for his expulsion, F would have done it before the 
(French) Socialists came to power. But I never did it and I don’t tbink I 
ever would have," the king added. Some human rights activists in Paris 
said Mr. Diouri was expelled at the urging of King Hassan to hamper the 
publication of a book written by the dissident about the personal fortune 
of the Moroccan monarch. France said it expelled Mr. Diouri because of 
alleged contacts with Libyan and Iraqi agents, which Mr. Diouri has 
denied. King Hassan, who Paris counts on as an ally in the Arab World, 
provoked a serious crisis with France last year when a similar book was 
published by a French author. “As far as I am concerned, the (Diouri) 
affair is a Franco-French 'meeboui,' to which some Moroccan garlic was 
added." said the king. Mechoui is a spicy North African dish. 
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Jordan toreopen ... . 
embassy In Lebanon 

BEIRUT (R) Jordan's new 
charge d’affaires arrived in Beirut 
Sunday to reopen the Kingdom’s 
embassy, dosed during the civil 
.war. 1 Atef Halasa raid., reporters; 
that he would make arrange- 
ments to reopen the embassy next 
week, h was closed in 1982 after 
the Israeli invasion of Lebanon. 
Mr. Halasa saidJordan backed 
the Lebanese government's drive 
to extend its authority throughout 
the country, including a border 
strip held by Israel and its militia 
ally in South Lebanon. “We hope 
the Lebanese government would 
be able to expand its control to 
every kilometre of land,” Mr. 
Halasa said. 

Syria discusses 
^Lebanon with U.N. 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouq At Shar- 
aa met U.N. Assistant Secretary.- 
General Marrack Goal ding Sun- 
day to cfiscuss the security situa- 
tion in Lebanon. An official 
source said their talks focused on 
U-N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 42S, which calls for the with- 
drawal of foreign francs from 
Lebanese territory. Mr. Goolding 
arrived in Damascus Saturday 
and met Syrian Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam. 

Israel, Albania to 
establish full ties 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel “ and 
Albania wUl establish full di- 
k pkrniatk relations in die next few 
7 weeks, an feraeti foreign ministry 
spokesman said' Sunday. Israel’s 
ambassador to Rome.Mordechai 
Brray, -and Albanian leaders 
agreed cm groove at a meting 
in Tirana: Albanian Foreign 
Minister Muhamct Kapllan i will 
visit Iscad within two weeks, the 
spokesman safii “In the last few 
months most of the Albanian 
Jews left Albania and immigrated 
to Israel,” the spokesman said. 
“Relations have been good in the 
last few months. There is even an 
Israeli-Albariiau friendship 
league in Tirana.” 

Businessmen 
reported missing 

KUWAIT CITY <AP) — Two 
^businessmen, an American and a 
^British citizen, were reported 
missing in Kuwait, and diplomats 
said - Sunday they may have 
strayed into Iraq. “We are fol- 
lowing iip reports that an Amer- 
ican ismBsing and reports be may 
be jo Iraq,” said an American 
diplomat, wbo insisted on anony- 
mity. An official at the British 
embassy said die Foreign Office 
in London had- been in contact, 
with Iraqi diplomats “to seek 
help fir getting the release” of a 
missing Briddi nadonaL They re- 
fused to gwe the names of the 
missing men or glye any dues on 
when and where they may have, 
strayed across the border. . . 

Mujahedeen scorn 
H3.fi ,- election plan 

PESHAWAR(R) — Mujabe- 
deen guerrilla officials, raid Sun- 
day they would press for a milit- 
ary victory in the Afghan war as 
elections would not provide a 
solutioa. Military representatives 
of the seven mafo. guerrilla groups 
virtually dismissed a United Na- 
tions peace plan for a ceasefire 
and free elections to end 13 years 
of wot against the Soviet-backed 
government in Kabul. “The Jihad 
is going on all over Afghanistan, 
stronger than ever before,” 
Mohammad Musa of the Islamic 
Unity Party, told a news confer- 
ence. 
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U.N. official calls for 
aldfor Africans 

ADWS aBABA (R) — U.N- 


lull 

Sadoko Ogsta appealed to the 
hrtenMibirial comnnmity Sunday 
to meet a STO mi&ioa shortfall in 
funds %eded to Jidp 22 milli on 
Afiicam larffafing- from dron^it 
ib Htitfopia 
tovoitttfegoi centres, said a 
076^ tnilfiffli fond set op fbr tiie 
rteni - of ‘Afiica -was stiH short of 
»70 j .nnHfoii..Tt»e- money was 
need^tpjh^ the 

^droi^it- and refugee 
Situation 4n- Efinopi^,- • Sudan, 
So*na^ raid : Kerrva. 


Jordan ready to attend 
peace conference, lift 
boycott if conditions right 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein said Sunday that Jordan 
was prepared to attend a Middle 
East peace conference and 
accepted Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak's suggestion to 
lift the Arab boycott on com- 
panies dealing with Israel if Israel 
stopped budding settlements in 
the occupied territories. 

King Hussein told journalists i-l 
the Royal Palace following a 
three-hour meeting with U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
that die Kingdom, which has the 
longest border with Israel, was 
ready to attend a conference that 
would address and settle the 
Arab- Israeli and Palestinian- 
Israeli dimensions of the Middle 
East conflict. 

"We are ready to attend the 
peace conference and we are very 
happy indeed that it is going to be 
a comprehensive one,” the King 
told reporters. 

“When the process is there, 
when the conference is there, 
Jordan will be amongst the first to 
attend it,” be added. 

Mr. Baker arrived in Amman 
from Jeddah on his third visit to 
Jordan and flew to Israel to bold 
talks with Palestinian leaders and 
Israeli officials. 


As he headed for occupied 
Jerusalem, Mr. Baker carried 
Arab support for the U.S.- 
proposed peace conference with 
□o positive indication that Israel 
was willing to accept U.N. parti- 
cipation and reconvening of the 
conference if and when needed. 

The conference, which will 
have direct Arab-Israeli negotia- 
tions on the one hand and 
Palestinian-Israeli dialogue on 
the other with the presence of the 
U.N. as observer, has been 
strongly rejected by Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir's right- 
wing government. The negotia- 
tions, it is envisaged, should lead 
to the implementation of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 242 
and 338, which is based on the 
principle of exchanging land for 
peace. 

The King said that he accepted 
the idea of lifting the Arab 
boycott on companies doing busi- 
ness with Israel in return for 
Israel stopping its building of 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied territories. 

“If the dynamics of the situa- 
tion can be worked out, then yes, 
by all means,” the King said in 
reply to a question whether Jor- 
dan was ready to lift the boycott. 

Saudi Arabia said Saturday 
that it also prepared to lift the 
boycott imposed on companies 


doing business with Israel as a 
“contribution to encourage the 
ongoing efforts aimed at achiev- 
ing peace in the Middle East.” 

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) made a similar statement 
Sunday. 

Israel was quick to reject the 
Saudi offer, claiming that the 
Arab boycott was illegal and was 
not linked in any way to the 
building of settlements in the 
occupied territories. Israel had 
also rejected the proposal when it 
was first made by the Group of 
Seven in London last week. 

A senior aide to the King 
visited Cairo and met President 
Hosni Mubarak Saturday. 

Royal Court Chief Sherif Zeid 
Ben Shaker said the purpose of 
the meeting with Mr. Mubarak 
was to coordinate positions parti- 
cularly on the possibility of con- 
vening a peace conference on the 
Middle East. 

He did not exclude the possibil- 
ity of a meeting between King 
Hussein and President Mubarak 
in the near future. He said 
however that the issue did not 
come up during his meeting with 
the Egyptian president. 

Mr. Baker refused to answer 
what would happen should Israel 
reject the American proposals 

(Coatfcraed on page 5) 


Baker meets Palestinians and 
Shamir, but no quick answers 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
met with a Palestinian delegation 
Sunday, then sat down with 
Israeli Prime Minister . Yitzhak 
Shamir to try and win his support 
for a Middle East peace confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Baker and the three 
Palestinians from the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Scrip met 
for two hours at the U.S. consul's 
house in West Jerusalem. They 
made no comment afterward. 

The delegates, Faisal Husseini. 
Han an Ashrawi and Zakaria 
Agha, are identified with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO). 

Muslim fundamentalist groups 
and hardline PLO factions 
boycotted the meeting, saying in 
leaflets distributed Sunday that 
the U.S. peace initiative would 
fell short of their nrirdma] de- 
mand — a Palestinian state; „ 

Israel and the United States 
reject a Palestinian state. 

- Hardliners and Muslim fun- 
damentalists issued a leaflet call- 


ing for an “escalation" of anti- 
Israeli activity during Mr. Baker’s 
visit. 

About 30 Jewish right-wingers 
gathered outside the consular re- 
sidence and shouted "Baker go 
home" as the secretary of state 
drove away. 

Mr. Husseini ’s group reported- 
ly has accepted limited autonomy 
for the Palestinians as an interim 
solution, combined with Amer- 
ican assurances that Israel will 
later negotiate the final status of 
the occupied territories. 

The moderates also said they 
are willing to negotiate with 
Israel as part of a joint delegation 
with Jordan, a position the fun- 
damentalists and hardline PLO 
factions reject. 

Mr. Baker then drove to Mr. 
Shamir’s office to seek Israel’s 
acceptance of a regional peace 
conference that would lead to 
direct talks between Israel and its 
Arab neighbours. 

Hie U.S. formula says the con- 
femce could be reconvened in 
case of a deadlock if all sides 


agree. A U.N. observer would 
attend. 

Israel objects to any U.N. role 
and the reconvening of the con- 
ference, but pressure mounted 
for Israeli concessions after Arab 
countries modified their posi- 
tions. 

The outlook for a quick re- 
sponse from the Israeli govern- 
ment to >the conference idea 
faded when Mr. Baker, who was 
reported by Israeli sources to be 
feeling unwell, scheduled a shor- 
tened afternoon session with Mr. 
Shamir. He postponed a fuller 
session with Mr. Shamir. Foreign 
Minister David Levy and De- 
fence Minister Moshe Arens nntfl 
Monday morning. 

Mr. Baker said in Amman he 
hoped the United States would be 
able to issue invitations to the 
conference soon. But, in a broad 
hint to Israel, he suggested that 
Washington might not wait for 
everybody's agreement. 

"It is my hope that we could 
convene this conference within a 
reasonable time period.” 


Offered end to boycott will not 
mean Arab trade with Israel 


By Nermeen Murad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan's announce- 
ment that it is willing to lift the 
Arab economic boycott of Israel if 
the conditions were right does not 
necessarily mean normalisation of 
trade between Israel and the Arab 
stales bat lifting restrictions placed 
on third party countries and com- 

panies. 

According to economists and 
politicians contacted by the Jordan 
Times, the offer by Egypt, later 
accepted by Saadi Arabia and Jor- 
dan, covers companies and coun- 
tries who were banned from trade 
with Arab countries because of 
tbeir deals with Israel or invest- 
ments in that country. 

His Majesty King Hussein said 
Sunday that Jordan would accept 
the p ropo sa l “if the dynamics of 
the situation could be worked 
out." 

The King was speaking at a joint 
press conference with UJ>. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker atthe end 
of the American official's short 
visit to the Kingdom. 

Dr. Jawad Anani, an economist 
and former minister of trade, said 
that die proposal, if adopted, 
would be "more of a gesture to the 
American and European com- 
panies who deal with Israel than 
one towards Israel itself." 

Or. Abdullah MaQri, an cooso- 
i a; analyst and head of the Asso- 
ciation of Banks in Jordan, also 
confirmed that the boycott list, 
compiled by the D am a scus -based 


Arab Boycott office, "dealt mainly 
with third parties wbo conduct 
business with Israel and were until 
now boycotted by Arab coun- 
tries." 

Dr. Anani , said that the Arab 
boycott was a three- pronged 
approach to products and com- 
modities marketed by companies 
which invested in Israel, earned an 
Israeli input, or were purely Israeli 
in origin. 

“It is not dear what the Egyp- 
tians proposed exactly, but the 
boycott has (fiffcrcot forms." Dr. 
Anani painted out. 

The first form, according to Dr. 
Anani, deals with countries which 
invest in ferad. The second form is 
whether the commodities of these 
companies have any Israeli input 
and the third form is whether the 
commodity is directly produced in 
Israel. 

“The question u what does this 

boycott mean? Does it mean the 

companies or countries which in- 
vest in Israel? If it is. and I think 
that is what b meant, then it is a 
gesture to the United Slates and 
Europe,” Dr. Anani said. 

He explained that Japanese 
companies, especially car- 
manufacturers, did not conduct 
business with brad beca u se of the. 
lucrative business they would have 
been denied in the Arab World. 

Dr. Mallei, who insisted that it 
would be illegal for any Arab 
country to unilaterally decide to 
end the boycott of Israel and its 
companies directly, said that the 
Arab boycott was intended as a 


screening organisation for com- 
panies which dealt with Israel 
rather than the occupying country 
itself. 

"Alt these countries (Egypt, 
. Saudi Arabia and Jordan) are 
bound by Arab charters which 
directly link the boycott of trade 
with Israel to its occupation of 
Arab lands. To break the stipula- 
tions of these charters would be in 
direct contravention of the Arab 
League Charier," Dr. Malki 
pointed out. 

But he did not rule out that this 
first step by Arab countries would 
gradually lead to normalisation of 
trade relations with Israe l as the 
peace process developed. 

“In any measure, direct trade 
with Israel would take time and 
many arrangements dealing with 
financing and marketing," Dr. 
Malki said adding that white Egypt 
had normalised political relations 
with brae) “h has not been able to 
normalise trade yet." 

Dr. Anani, who described 
“Arab boycott" as an "elusive 
term” said he believed that the 
issue was “added oo the political 
agenda for negotiations during the 
proposed peace conference." 

"No one can pass judgement at 
this time. To me it means that this 
issue was added to the ajpnda of 
the peace meeting so that it can be 
relaxed pending the outcome of 
negotiations," Dr. Anani said. 

"The countries involved in the 

Arab-Israeli conflict, in my opin- 
ion, have already started their 
negotiations,” Dr. Anani asserted. 



His Mqjesty King Hussein and U.S. Secretary of State Janies Baker Sunday address a press conference at the royal palace (photo by 
Yousef A1 'Allan) 


PLO 

accepts 

Bush 

proposals 

NICOSIA (AP) — Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
officials Sunday dropped its in- 
sistence on attending a Middle 
East peace conference, saying the 
PLO accepts U.S. proposals that 
delegates from inside and outside 
Israeli-occupied territories could 
represent Palestinian interests. 

“We accept President George 
Bush's proposals and the PLO is 
ready to form its delegation to the 
peace conference from Palesti- 
nians from the occupied territor- 
ies and outside the occupied terri- 
tories, a delegation that repre- 
sents the Palestinians,” said Bas- 
sam Abu Sharif, adviser to FLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

“By doing so we are in fact 
accepting Mr. Baker's proposal,” 
Mr. Abu Sharif said, referring to 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker, who is making his fifth 
Middle East tour this year to start 
a Middle East peace conference. 

“We are willing to go to a 
regional conference that is held 
on the basis which President Bush 
has defined," Mr. Abu Sharif 
said in a telephone interview 
from PLO headquarters in Tunis. 

Although be refused to elabo- 
rate, Mr. Abu Sharif seemed to 
be indicating that as long as the 
PLO has a say in who represents 
Palestinians, the delegation does 
not necessarily have to indude 
PLO members. 

But other PLO officials, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity, 
have been more explicit during 
the past few days, tying that to 
facilitate the peace process and 
bypass Israeli objections, the 
organisation is walling to settle for 
having a say in the choice of 
delegates and contributing 
through them to the negotiations. 

The Palestinian delegation Mr. 
Baker was meeting in Jerusalem 
was under instructions to convey 
that the PLO would have “the 
right...to name Palestinians who 
will participate in a joint delega- 
tion to peace negotiations with 
Israel,” said another PLO official 
in Tunis, speaking by telephone 
to the Associated Press in Am- 
man. 

“The PLO also wants to re- 
serve the right that Palestinian 
participants should refer to the 
PLO on all positions during the 
negotiations,” said the official, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. 

“The intentional marginalisa- 
tion of tire PLO has left the 
organisation with very limited op- 
tions, but there are general guide- 
lines that it will adhere to," said 
the offidal. 

Mr. Abu Sharif would not com- 
ment Sunday when asked the 
PLO’s reaction to Jordan, Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt saying they 
would be willing to lift the Arab 
boycott of businesses trading with 
Israel if the Jewish state halted 
furthcr Jcwish settlements in the 
occupied territories. 

The PLO official who spoke 
anonymously said the PLO would 
demand Arab and American 
guarantees for an Israeli with- 
drawal from the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

The official acknowledged it 
would be difficult to insist on its 
demands. He said the PLO is 
being ignored by Arabs and this 
means “more pressure on the 
organisation to provide free con- 
cessions without any commit- 
ments from the Americans to 
preserve Palestinian rights." 


Bush calls again for freeze 
on Israeli settlements 


ISTANBUL (R) — U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush appealed again 
to Israel Sunday to stop building 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories and said the United States 
was seeking a positive response. 

He welcomed Saudi Arabia's 
offer to lift the Arab economic 
boycott of Israel in exchange for a 
freeze on settlement building, an 
offer Israel has rejected. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker arrived m Israel Sunday 
evening on the last and toughest 
leg of his latest peace mission, the 
fifth since the Gulf war. 

“I'm confident, and I hope it’s 
not misplaced confidence, that 
when the secretary gets to Israel, 
be will find that they, like all 
these other countries, realise that 


the time for peace is at hand.” 
Mr. Bush said. 

Mr. Baker has won the backing 
of Syria, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and 
Jordan for his proposals for a 
Middle East peace conference. 
Israel has rejected them. 

Asked if a freeze of settlements 
would help Mr. Baker's peace 
mission, Mr. Bush replied: 
“Well, we’re asking that there be 
positive responses from all par- 
ties." 

He said the United States had 
long opposed settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
added: “We haven’t changed one 
bit/' 

“I had a one-on-one discussion 
with (Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak) Shamir months ago and 


made clear to him that the United 
Stares polity was that there be no 
more settlements." Mr. Bush 
added emphatically. 

Mr. Bush welcomed Saudi 
Arabia's conditional offer to end 
the boycott, an offer also made 
by Jordan. 

“It’s not the wbole solution but 
it’s important,” he said. “We’re 
beginning to see the kind of 
cooperation necessary for 
peace." 

“I haven't encountered any- 
body in this part of the world who 
thinks continuing settlements is a 
helpful thing." 

Mr. Bush, on the second day of 
a visit to Turkey, spoke to repor- 
ters during a picture-taking ses- 
sion . 


House condemns American 


initiatives, 'double standard 


9 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker left Jordan 
for talks with Israeli leaders Sun- 
day afternoon Jordan’s 80- 
member Parliament condemned 
American policies in the region as 
well as Egypt’s call to end the 
Arab economic boycott of Israel. 

“We refuse a peace conference 
that will enhance Israel's occupa- 
tion of Palestine and bring an end 
to its enmity with the surrounding 
Arab states," read a statement 
released by Parliament Sunday 
night. 

"We also refuse to condone 
double standards in the applica- 
tion of U.N. Security Council 
resolutions, any peace conference 
based on double standards and 
any negotiations which do not 
include the PLO as the sole and 
legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people." said the 
statement. 

While an international peace 
conference was acceptable to Par- 
liament, the statement said, it will 
not support bilateral talks. 

In a complete condemnation of 
a proposal made by Egypt's Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak, the House 
said: “We refuse to support the 
call for an end ot the Arab 
boycott of Israel in exchange for 


an end to settlement building by 
Israel in the occupied territor- 
ies.” 

Calling any Arab agreement to 
negotiate with Israel under the 
terms of the Baker proposal “sur- 
render of the Arab nation," 
members of the House lashed out 
at what they viewed as insincere 
intentions of the United States 
government. 

"Those who led a murderous 
war against an Arab country less 
than six months now want pre- 
tend to stand for peace?" asked 
pan- Arab Deputy Hussein Mu j al- 
ii. The Jerash deputy, who had 
voted against the government of 
Taher A1 Masri, said that an end 
of the Arab economic boycott of 
Israel would be the last step in the 
"total Arab submission" to 
America and Zionism. 

While Islamist deputies cate- 
gorically rejected the U.S. peace 
initiative, many left-wing and 
pan- Arab deputies charged that 
the proposals had serious 
loopholes that would put into 
question the entire approach. 

“Any peace proposal that does 
not implement all U.N. Security 
Council resolutions cannot be 
accepted," said Bassem Hadda- 
din of the nine-member Demo- 
cratic Bloc, which has a member 
in the current government. 

“The participation of the 


PLO as the representative of the 
Palestinian people is a must. 
Without the participation of the 
PLO there can be no real peace,” 
Mr. Haddadin said. 

The participation of the PLO in 
the peace process was called for 
mostly by leftist and pan-Arab 
deputies who agree to a negoti- 
ated peace with Israel provided 
all Security Council resolutions 
are applied and Israel withdraws 
from all occupied Arab territor- 
ies. In sharp comparison Islamists 
did not mention the PLO in any 
of their speeches. They condemn 
the organisation for accepting the 
existence of Israel. 

Unlike the PLO, Islamists say 
that two states cannot coexist in 
Palestine and that one day, by 
peaceful means or war, Palestine 
will and must be ruled by the 
Palestinian Arabs and with Islam 
as its state religion. 

In a printed statement the Isla- 
mic movement in Parliament be- 
gan Sunday's session with a cate- 
goric condemnation of the Baker 
visit and its aims. 

In an eight-point statement the 
23-member Muslim Brotherhood 
Bloc said “no” to the Baker 
proposal, “no” to an end of the 
Arab boycott of Israel and conde- 
mned “continuing U.S. aggres- 
sion and the siege of Iraq.” 


Iraq paper: Iran trying 
to spoil autonomy talks 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — The Ira- 
qi daily published by the Defence 
Ministry accused Iran Sunday of 
trying to undermine the auton- 
omy talks between the Kurdish 
minority and the government. 

Iran’s leaders, acting in concert 
with the United States, “are play- 
ing a malicious game,” the daily 
A1 Qadisiyya said. 

“The Iranian people will be 
held responsible for this 
game... and for the difficulties 
facing the normalisation of rela- 
tions between Iranians and Ira- 
qis,” said the editorial carried by 
the Iraqi News Agency (INA). 

Iraq has repeatedly accused 
Iran, its foe in a bloody war from 
1980-88, of interfering in its inter- 
nal affairs. 

It says Iran sponsored the anti- 
government violence that erupted 
in March among both the Shiite 
Muslims in the south and Kurds 
in the north. 

Iran denies any role, saying 
Iraq is trying to Marne exterior 
forces for interior problems. 

Peace talks with Kurdish lead- 
ers have failed to reach an auton- 


omy accord, and relief officials 
say fighting that erupted anew 
this week around the northern 
cities of Erbil and Suleimaniya 
left hundreds of dead and wound- 
ed (see page 2). 

In Geneva, the Red Cross said 
several thousand people fled to- 
wards the Iranian border follow- 
ing last week’s dashes between 
the Iraqi army and Kurds in 
northern Iraq. 

“But as far as we know they did 
not cross into Iran,” a spokes- 
woman for the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) said. She could not say 
whether the flow of people, cen- 
tred on the border town of Penj- 
win, was continuing. 

But she quoted Red Cross de- 
legates as saying the situation in 
the town of Sulaimaniya, the 
cradle of Kurdish nationalism 
where fighting last Thursday kil- 
led and wounded scores of 
people, had returned to normal. 

Fighting first erupted in Erbil 
on Wednesday when Iraqi police 

(Continued on ium 2) 


Israeli 

stabbed 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Two Palestinians 
stabbed an Israeli factory owner 
in a Tel Aviv suburb Sunday, 
shortly before U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker's arrival for 
peace talks, police said. 

The 60-year-old victim was 
brought with multiple stab 
wounds to a hospital where he 
was pronounced in fair condition, 
Israel Radio said. 

Police dosed off the area to 
search for the assailants. Ninety 
minutes later the two Arabs were 
found hiding in a nearby junk- 
yard and were arrested, police 
said. 

One of them had worked for 
the Israeli, and had come to the 
factory with a friend, police said. 

Eduard Elan, a factory owner 
in the industrial area of Petah 
Tikva, told army radio that 
shouts for help were heard. 

“We went outside and saw our 
neighbour lying on a car bleed- 
ing. He told us that two Arabs, 
his employees from the West 
Bank town of Tulkarm, stabbed 
him *>“tcanftd." He. said. 
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Eritreans seek formal Arab 
support for independence 
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ELF-UO calls for ‘national conference’ 
to work out united Eritrean strategy 
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By P.V. Yrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Buoyed by the ous- 
ter of Ethiopian dictator Mengis- 
tu Haile Mariam after decades of 
struggle, Eritrean activists have 
launched a drive to secure Arab 
support for their campaign to 
carve out an independent state in 
the ancient land of Eritrea. 

Simultaneously, they are also 
calling for Arab and African help 
to arrange a “national reconcilia- 
tion conference" among Erit- 
rean's to forge a united stand in 
negotiations with the regime in 
power in Addis Ababa. 

A delegation representing the 
Eritrean Liberation Front — Un- 
ited Organisation (ELF-UO) met 
with senior Foreign Ministry offi- 
cials in Amman this week and 
secured the Kingdom's support in 
principle for an independent Erit- 
rean state, senior EFL-UO offi- 
cials said Sunday. 

“We have been promised that 
Jordan will convey its position to 
the Arab League secretary- 
general, (Esmat Abdul Meguid of 
Egypt), when be visits Amman 
this week,” said Omar Jaber, 
bead of the EFL-UO's informa- 
tion department 
• Mr. Jaber said the delegation 
was on a visit to various Arab 
countries to enlist support on the 
Arab level for independence for 
Eritrea's Arabic-speaking five 
million people — about 60 per 
cent of them Muslim and the rest 
Christian. 


Somalis 


agree on 
ceasefire, 


government 


DJIBOUTI (R) — Six political 
groups from Somalia announced 
agreement in Djibouti Sunday on 
a ceasefire in their war-torn coun- 
try. 

They also named Ali Mabdi 
Mohammad, leader of the United 
Somali Congress (USC) which 
controls die capital Mogadishu, 
as head of an interim government 
for the whole country. 

The six groups announced their 
decisions at the end of a week- 
long conference in Djibouti. 

However, the meeting was not 
attended by representatives of 
the Somali National Movement 
(SNM), which has declared a 
separate “republic of Somaliland” 
in northern areas under its con- 
trol. 

The conference, held behind 
dosed doois, saw delicate nego- 
tiations between the rival groups, 
and the final agreement was 
reached only after intensive man- 
oeuvring, diplomats said. 

The official communique re- 
vealed that delegates agreed to 
unite in forming a joint military 
force to flush out former Presi- 
dent Mohammad Siad Bane and 
his supporters who are entren- 
ched in southern Somalia. Mr. 
Siad Banc, who took power in a 
coup in 1969, fled from Moga- 
dishu in January when the USC 
took the city. 

Djibouti Foreign Minister 
Moumin Bahdon Farah 
announced details of the com- 
munique at the dosing ceremony 
Sunday. 

He said the conference had 
agreed on the composition of a 
new interim government for 
Somalia. There would be two 
vice-presidents — one represent- 
ing the Somali Democratic Move- 
ment (SDM) and the other 
chosen by the Somali Salvation ' 
Democratic Front (SSDF) and 
the Somali Patriotic Movement 
(SPM). ; 
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Egypt and Syria, in addition to 
Sudan — winch has been main- 
taining very dose ties with va- 
rious Eritrean groups — have 
already expressed their support 
for the aspirations of the Erit- 
reans, Mr. Jaber said. The de- 
legation now plans to visit Ye- 
men, Saudi Arabia and other 
Gulf states, where the EFL-UO 
already maintains official pre- 
sence. 

But “there has not been any 
official statement — whether on 
the level of the Arab League, the 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) or the United Nations — 
in support of our cause although 
individual Arab countries have 
extended backing,” he said. 

A press statement by the ELF- 
UO said “several” unidentified 
European, African and Arab 
states have expressed their sup- 
port although the formal position 
of the administration has not 
been made dear, Mr. Jaber 
said. 

According to Mr. Jaber and 
Hassan Osman, head of the Eco- 
nomic Affairs Department of the 
ELF-UO, a forma] Arab League 
statement endorsing Eritrean in- 
dependence will go a long way in 
presenting a strong Eritrean case 
on the international level. 

Mr. Jaber and Mr. Osman con- 
ceded that they had not yet 
reached firm agreements with 
other Eritrean organisations 
fighting for independence. 

The ELF-UO press statement 
warned of an “Eritrean-Eritrean” 


conflict if such agreements were 
not reached. “Such a conflict," it 
said, “will undermine the efforts 
of all Eritreans.” 

The ELF-UO is calling for a 
'‘reconciliation** conference 
among die organisation to elect 
an “interim goveitunent-in-exile” 
and a parliamentary council for 
Eritrea so that the Eritreans can 
bury their differences and present 
a unified position in all pre- 
mdependenoe negotiations with 
Addk Ababa. 

It gives special attention to 
Sudan in the process to bring 
together all Eritrean factions 
under one umbrella. 

At the same time, Mr. Jaber 
said, world support for their 
cause is important for the Erit- 
reans ahead of any adverse deci- 
sion by the Ethiopian People's 
Revolutionary Democratic Front 
(EPRDF), which dominates the 
interim government in Addis 
Ababa after Colonel Mengistu 
was toppled in May under a 
concerted military campaign sup- 
ported the various Ethiopian 
liberation groups and Eritrean 
organisations. 

By the time Col. Mengistu fled 
Addis Ababa, the Eritrean 
groups had wrenched control of 
almost all territory where they 
want to set up an independent 
state. 

“Now we are in complete con- 
trol of ail Eritrean territory after 
all Ethiopian soldiers fled Eritrea 
when Mengistu was toppled,” 
another ELF-UO official said. 
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“We do not occupy any land 
which is not Eritrean.” 

Mr. Jaber noted that the 
EPRDF was not against the idea 
of Eritrean independence in prin- 
ciple, but the situation could 
change if the Eritreans were to 
wait out the two years as decided 
by a recent conference of various 
Ethiopian factions. 

“We are seeking international 
and regional guarantees for the 
legitimate rights of the Eritrean 
people to se If-detenni nation and 
an independent state,” he said. 

“We have an ongoing dialogue 
with the EPRDF through the 
Sudanese government," Mr. Ja- 
ber said. “We are willing to enter 
direct negotiations as well as 
mutually agreeable arrangements 
with the interim government, but 
we cannot wait for another two 
years before (regime in Addis 
Ababa) decided whether to agree 
to a separate Eritrean state,” he 
said. 

By the same token, be said the 
economy and resources of Eritrea 
and its people were sufficient to 
maintain an independent state. In 
any event, be added, “economic 
resources are never a determining 


Ghali confident of Arab, Iraq: Iran trying to foil talks 


African support at U.N. (Continued from page I) 


ABU DHABI (AP) — Boutros 
Ghali, the Egyptian nominee for 
the post of U.N. secretary- 
general, was quoted Sunday as 
voicing confidence in support 
from Arab and African nations. 

Dr. Ghali, Egypt’s deputy 
prime minister for foreign rete- 
tions, would be the first Arab or 
African elected to tile world 
body's top post since its founding. 

lie five year term of Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, the Peruvian 
diplomat now heading the U.N., 
ends on Dec. 31. 

Dr. Ghali told the United Arab 
Emirates dally A1 Khaleej that 
Third World states most try to 
take part in formulating the 
emerging new world order. 

Dr. Ghali said the U.N. should 
expand its role in realising world 
peace and security given the new 
consensus over its involvement. 

He said the robs of the United 
Nations in solving the Palestinian 
problem was based on its Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338. 

“It is obvious that all parties to 
die Palestinian problem nosh for 


a solution, and we have to en- 
courage any step which may lead 
to moving forward the peace pro- 
cess in the region,” be said. 

Dr. Ghali said be feared the 
developm en ts in the international 
arena may lead to a barrier be- 
tween developed and unde- 
veloped states. 

The world is witnessing giant 
economic groupings in North 
America among the United 
States, Canada and Mexico, in 
Europe and among the Asian 
stales, he said. 

All these groupings necessi- 
tated for the South African and 
Arab states to speed up integra- 
tion, “otherwise the iron curtain 
will go down between South and 
North,” he said. 

Asked about the fear that Afri- 
can votes may be split among too 
many nominees from Africa to 
the same post. Dr. Ghali said 
African leaders met in Nigeria in 
June and sec up an elections 
campaign committee comprising 
leaders of Egypt, Zambia, Tanza- 
nia, Zaire and Mozambique. 


fired on demonstrators, according 
to a Kurdsih leader in Iraq. 

The ICRC spokeswoman said 
Red Cross staff had registered 
1,200 captured Iraqi soldiers fol- 
lowing the dashes in Sulaima- 
niya. 

The ICRC spokeswoman said 
casualties inflic ted during the up- 
heavals had aggravated the critic- 
al medical situation in northern 
Iraq. 

Medicines and surgical equip- 
ment are already in short supply 
because of the international sanc- 
tions against Iraq. The neutral 
ICRC has repeatedly appealed to 
the United Nations to relax the 
embargo to allow Baghdad to 
make essential purchases. 

“Either Iraq must be allowed 
to pay its way for basic supplies of 
food, medicines and spare parts, 
or the international community 
must give a firm commitment to 
meet the needs of 17 million Iraqi 
people,” Ms. Saddler said. 

A senior U.N. envoy is sche- 
duled to present a report to the 
U.S. Security Council Monday, 


recommending the earing of sanc- 
tions imposed after Iraq's inva- 
sion of Kuwait last August. 

Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, 
who is in charge of U.N. huma- 
nitarian efforts in the Gulf, drew 
up tiie proposals after a visit by a 
team of experts to Iraq earlier 
this month. 


His report recommends that 
Baghdad should be allowed to 
sell some of its oQ or gain access 
to frozen assets to pay for essen- 
tial humanitarian supplies. 


Iraqi amnesty 


Iraq’s ruling Revolution Com- 
mand Council (RCC) issued two 
decree Sunday forgiving most 
army deserters and political fugi- 
tives, INA said. 


It was not immediately clear if 
the decre covered deserters from 
the Gulf war, or just those in- 
volved in the anti-government 
rebellions that erupted in March. 

The INA report initially said it 
affected all deserters, but then 
added that the starting date was 
March 20. 


Turkish Cypriots demand recognition of their state 


NICOSIA (AP) — Greek and 
Turkish Cypriot leaders marked 
the 17th anniversary of the Tur- 
kish invasion Saturday by stres- 
sing rival stands that have long 
prevented reunification of the di- 
vided island. 

The restated positions deflated 
hopes created by President 
George Bush's statements during 
his visits to Greece and Turkey 
this week that he would do his 


best to see the Cyprus problem 
solved before the end of the year. 


President George Vassiliou, 
the Greek Cypriot leader of the 
internationally recognised Cyprus 
government, welcomed Mr. 
Bush’s statement at a rally Friday 
night marking the anniversary. 

But he stressed that a settle- 
ment can only come about 
through full implementation of 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions demanding Turkey with- 


draw from land it occupied in the 
1974 invasion. 

Rauf Denktash, the president 
of the breakaway state estab- 
lished in occupied northern Cyp- 
rus, speaking on the other ride of 
the line splitting the island, said 
Saturday that a settlement “can 
only be based on the existence of 
two separate states.' 

The Security Council resolu- 
tions call for the withdrawal of 
the Turkish troops and the ending 
of the Turkish Cypriot secession, 
which is branded “legally in- 
valid” 

Mr. Vassiliou and Greek Cyp- 
riots in general were particularly 
satisfied with Mr. Bush's state- 
ment in Athens Thursday that 
“none of us should accept the 
status quo in Cyprus.” 

There was disappointment, 
however, with Mr. Bush's remark 
that he did not have a magic wand 


to end the island's partition. 

Greek Cypriot newspaper 
editorials accused Mr. Bush of 
hypocrisy for ordering troops to 
liberate Kuwait, while he was 
unwilling to pressure Turkey to 
implement the Security Council 
resolutions demanding its with- 
drawal from Cyprus. 

Mr. Bush reiterated on his 
arrival in Ankara from Athens 
Saturday that be wanted to talk 
“about peace in Cyprus, and 
making possible the reconcilia- 
tion between Greece and Tur- 
key.” 

The two NATO allies have 
come dose to war in recent years 
because of the Turkish occupa- 
tion of Cyprus and territorial 
differences in the Aegean Sea. 

Cyprus government spokesman 
Akis Fantis Saturday welcomed 
Mr. Bush’s interest in settling the 
Cyprus problem. __ 


But he added that “the key for 
progress towards a solution of the 
Cyprus problem is to be found in 
Ankara.” 

“We therefore hope that dur- 
ing his talks today in Ankara with 
President (Turgut) Ozal, Presi- 
dent Bush will be able to con- 
vince the Turkish leadership to 
abandon its negative stand," he 
said. 

U.N.-sponsored talks between 
Mr. Vassiliou and Mr. Denktash 
for the establishment of a two- 
zone federation have been dead- 
locked since January 1989. 

The main stumbling block is 
Mr. Denktash's demand for the 
prior recognition of his break- 
away state, and his rejection of 
the right of 200,000 Greek Cyp- 
riot refugees to return to their 
homes in the north, as demanded 
by the Security Council resolu- 
tions. 


Kuwait 


says Iraq 
holding 
3,890 
people 


factor that should influence any 
decision to grant a people the 
right to self-determination and 
freedom.” 

The strategic Red Sea port of 
Assab, which lies in Eritrean 
territory, is accessible to the reg- 
ime m Addis Ababa under an 
agreement reached between va- 
rious Eritrean groups and the 
EPRDF, Mr. Jaber said. 

According to Mr. Osman, the 
ELF-UO is seeking to reach 
accord with five other Eritrean 
groups on a political, economic 
and social charter. “We hope 
agreement will be reached in the 
next two weeks," be said. 

Reports from the Horn of Afri- 
can territory indicate that indi- 
vidual Eritrean groups remain in 
control of separate areas but their 
common desire for independence 
is binding them together. 

Both ELF-UO officials indi- 
cated that major differences re- 
mained with the Eritrean Popular 
Liberation Front (EPLF), one of 
tiie strongest groups in the terri- 
tory, but expressed optimism that 
the rift could be healed through 
the proposed national Eritrean 
conference. 


Mr. Abulhasan said the con- 
tinuing detention of the PoWs 
and civilians violates the ceasefire 
resolution adopted by the Secur- 
ity Council on April 3, which 
demanded, among other things 
that Iraq “immediately" release 
all PoWs and detainees. 

A Kuwaiti newspaper reported 
Saturday Kuwaiti members of 
an interim government set up by 
Iraq after it invaded Kuwait last 
August were the last to know 
about their new posts. 

The independent Arabic daily 
A1 Qabas gave the first account of 
the interim government’s early 
hours in the Iraqi capital Bagh- 
dad, where the ministers learned 
of their a p po i ntments only as 
they were made public. It did not 
give the source of its report. 

Nine Kuwaiti army officers 
were picked by Iraq for the gov- 
ernment, which never func- 
tioned. 

Eight of the officers returned 
to Kuwait after its liberation by 
allied forces on Feb. 26 and were 
immediately jailed. The ninth, 
Ala Hussein Ali, who had been 
named prime minister in the gov- 
ernment, remained behind in 
Iraq. 

Kuwait's minister of the in- 
terior, Sheikh Ahmad Hammud 
A1 Sabah, has said the men would 
be tried for collaboration. No 
trial date has been set. 

The AJ Qabas report said the 
first time the nine Kuwaitis knew 
Iraq wanted something from . 
them was when they were j 
ordered to change from their | 
military uniforms into the 
Kuwaiti national dress. 

The officers then were taken to 
a well-appointed room to meet 
Iraqi leaders, including President 
Saddam Hussein. 


The officers were asked one by 
one to come forward and intro- 
duce themselves. They did, but 
each gave his rank first, the paper 
said, adding “that is why it was 
shown on television without a 
sound track." 

According to the paper, the 
officers were asked to answer 
questions according to a written 
text provided by the Iraqis. When 
one of them mentioned the emir 
government, the cameras were 
stopped. 

"That is when the officers 
knew they were the members of 
the interim government," the 
paper said. 

The airing of the film on Iraqi 
Television last August created a 
stir among Kuwaitis, many of 
whom had fled their homeland 
after Iraq's invasion. Kuwait's 
emir. Sheikh Jaber AJ Ahmad A! 
Sabah, headed a government in , 
exile in Saudi Arabia during the 
occupation and returned after li- 
beration. 

AJ Qabas said that after 
Kuwait’s liberation, the officers 
in the interim government were 
told "the play was over." 

Accenting to the paper's account, ' 
Iraqi leaders were shocked when 
they all chose to go back to 
Kuwait. 
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ICRC visits Iraqi troops 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Kuwait says that Iraq is violating 
the Gulf war ceasefire by con- 
tinuing to hold 1,890 Kuwaiti 
prisoners of war (PoWs) and 
nearly 2,000 foreign civilians cap- 
tured in Kuwait during the Iraqi 
occupation. 

In a letter to the Security 
Council, Kuwaiti Ambassador 
Mohammad Abulhasan com- 
plained that some of the de- 
tainees were being moved to new, 
undisclosed locations. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) had not 
interviewed those prisoners, and 
was not informed of their new 
detention sites, Mr. Abulhasan 
said. 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Yesterday's high tempera t u re*: Am- 
man 30, Aqaba 38- Humidity rearing^: 
Amman 29 per cent. Aqaba 33 per 
cent. 
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GENEVA (Agencies) — The In- 
ternational Committee of the 
Red Gross (ICRC) has visited 
several hundred Iraqi soldiers 
taken prisoner by Kurdish rebels 
in recent fighting in northern 
Iraq, an ICRC spokeswoman 
said. 

The ICRC said its workers also 
helped evacuate dozens of people 
wounded in fi ghting Wednesday 
and Thursday around the town of 
Sukamaniyah, some across the 
border to - the Iranian town 
Paveh. 

The all-Swiss humanitarian 
agency said it is bringing m edica l 
supplies to the area from Tehran, 
ban, and pi e pari ng more for 
shipment from Baghdad if 
needed. 

The spokeswoman, Karen Sad- 
dler, could not say exactly how 
many captives taken by tbe Kurds 
have been visited or how many 
there might be in total. 

A first group of 29 casualties 
were evacuated Thursday night 
from Sayid Sadek to a hospital in 
Paveh. Sixteen more wounded 
were transported Friday from 
Sayid Sadek to Suleimaniyah. 

ICRC delegates in Sddma- 
myah are assessing what other 
help might be needed, Geneva 
headquarters said in a statement. 

Western U.N. diplomats said 
U.N. officials reported Friday 
from the area that the Kurdish 
rebels had captured up to 1,000 
Iraqi soldiers, and as many as 700 
were wounded. 

Relief workers and travellers 
said Suleimaniyah rocked by 
fighting between troops and Kur- 
dish Peshmerga fighters, was now 
calm with file two sides organis- 
ing joint patrols and road blocks. 

But. the Peshmergas, who con- 
trol the centre of Suleimaniyah 
and the nearby market town of 
Arbat, were holding at least 1,200 
Iraqi soldiers prisoner, they 
added. 

“There were two tracks full of 
tbe bodies of soldiers. The smell 
was appalling,” one traveller 
from the city told reporters in 
Raghriari He said he had teen 
blazing famine in the city and 


hospitals crammed w^^wound 
ed. 7 - -V:: i i . ; 

Relief workers said .tfe deafi', 
toll was difficult to veitfy!butoi^ 
estimated that it range&frosn; S 
to 200. Estimates of tbe?bjij&lfe 
of wounded ranged LfrotetiOa h 
1 , 000 . . 

Kwnal KirkukH, a:.scttrae<® 
dal of tbe Kurdistan 
Party, said Friday 
qis, including 70office^^e^ 
befog held 

niyah. He saidsix Iraqi t^nks had/ 
been destroyed and Jl fcaptired^ 

Suleimaniyah, ^ 


town to fall to fire rebels m 
March revolt and -the last, 


return to goveramem ccmtirol. 


The unrest there followed smith, 
lar dashes in tbe Kurdish proving 
cial capital of Exbfl Wednesday J 
night and Thursday fa which up/p 
to 30 people were repotted killed 
and more than 100 woundecL „ 


Kurdish rebel foadw' MaMCTidr 
Barzani, who is in Bagbdadaego- 
tiatmg a peace and 
agreement, said Friday that 
Suleimaniyah dashes followed t:.;- 
misunderst anding at a dtedqpoggtf^ 

in which two Pesbmergas wert';. - 
killed. ^ 

He accused people opposed to— 
any agreement betwe^'ihe'^ 
Kurds and the gpvernhtent oT< 
using the misunderstmid^-ti^r 
sow dissent. ■ ; 


The Kurdistan . Front eight-Q 
party alliance was nfori&g with - 
the authorities and fcad i&or&v 
calm to Sfoebnamy^ and Ejbil,— . 
he added. /: r 

The Iraqi government Warned — 
the dashes on infiltraton r frw— • 
neighbouring Iran; ; a charge 
Tehran dented. v 

Relief workers safo Kurttisti ^ 
Peshmergas advanced ‘ from their: * 
lines in the town , of SstykUSadek^' 
to seize control of fiw mark^' 
town of Arbat. ' v '— — 

Relief workers said Pesfcmer- j 
gas were dominant in Suleima— 1 
niyah itself apart from mound fe '^ 
govemorate headquarters. “The " 
major part is occupied tty Fedk— 
merga,” one said. - 


2 American relief workers 


kidnapped in Afghanistan 


PESHAWAR (AP) — Two 
Americans working for a private 
relief organisation in Afghanistan 
have been abducted in territory 
controlled by the guerrillas, offi- 
cials said. 

Tbe two men were abducted 
earlier this week in southern 
Ghazni province while working 
on an animal husbandry project 
for Global Partners, a British- 
based private relief agency, offi- 
cials said. 

U.S. offidals in Pakistan re- 
fosed to disclose any information 
about the kidnapping, inducting 
the identities of the hostages. 

The U.S. embassy, however, 
banned all U.S.-supported relief 
agencies from sendmg supplies or 
any non-native workers into 
Afghanistan. Before this week, 
only Americans were barred from 
crossing the border. 

"It's not as safe as people 
think,” said oue diplomat speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity. 

Much of Ghazni province is 
controlled by the U.S.-backed 
guerrillas fighting for more than 
13 years to overthrow the Soviet- 
supported government in Kabul. 

Officials stopped short of blam- 
ing the Mujahedeeu, saying the 
pair could have been taken hos- 
tage by bandits operating at wfll 
in much of the countryside. 

Guerrilla sources, however, 
said the two Americans were 
being held by the fundamentalist 
group Jamiat-e-Islami. 

Earlier fins week, a French 
national was released unharmed 
after being held captive for two 
weeks by radical guerrilla fighters 
in southern Zabul province. 

Hostility among the resistance 
groups toward foreigners has in- 
creased since the last Soviet sol- 
diers left A f gha n istan in February 


1989 and humanitarian andSffit- ■ 


ary assistance has droppcifiapifcf 
ly. Several Western ' 

(ions and their staffs ha^beeh— 
attacked. ’ v— — T/ 

Washington is expected ; 

off all military assistance ta the. 
Mujahedeen next year.1 — :l 

A spokesman for the Pakistani \ 
based guerrilla alliance said 
tier Saturday tbe Americana ;-— - af 
veterinarian and a translator. ----/ 
were abducted July 7 by Nahxzat 
Islami, or the. Islamic movement. 

Tbe small, relativejy .obscare 
group was once loyal to tfc y.S.- 
supported groups in Pakistan but ' 
switched loyalties and has been 
receiving some, money and 
weapons from Tehran. - : L 
A spokesman for the Islamic 
Movement in Peshawar, Mobamf 
mad Yunis- Amiri, denied, the/ 
group was bokting the Americans .- 
captive. ' - 

In Washington, State Depart- 
ment spokesman Martin Judged 
said without elaboration tb& flic" 
two Americans were befog “held ) 
by a resistance commander to4he./ 
area.” 

Tbe Iranian guerrilla groups 
represent the minority Shiite 
Muslims in Afghanistan,.: whiter 
the Pakistan guerrillas belong tp 
tbe majority Sunni sect. ? 

Tbe seven Pakistan groups ; 
have been at odds for years wtthy 
the Iran-based parties, charging-^ 
they have done fittle fightfog dnr-/ 
fog the 13-y ear-old war against/; 
the communist-style government^ 
in Kabul but now demand 
share power in any futu r e Afghani 


government. 




At first, diplomats' and -reisf, 
officials thought the American 
aid workers had been ki dnap ped; 
by One . -of the fimrfamenrflfe ^ 
anti-Western groups in Pakistani 
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Jordanian postal system 
channelling Iraqi mail 


Jty'a Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — An overland system 
K channelling mail to and from 
Iraq through Iordan and the 
Jordanian postal services are 
handling Iraqi mail shipments on 
a weekly bask, rendering a much- 
needed service for the people of 
Iraq who remain under an inter- 
national air embargo. 

; “The system started- fonctioa- 
ing’in nearly June and now we are 
processing incoming' and but- 
■ going mail on a -weekly basis. ” 
said Dr. Abdullah Jazi, bead of 
the Post Offices and Postal Sav- 
ings Corporation. “The system is 
working very well.” 

Jordanian postal trucks collect 
Iraq-bound mail earned aboard 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) flights to 
Amman airport and ferry them 
overland to Baghdad. -On their 
return leg, the trucks, bring in 
mail bearing Iraqi postal stamps 
to a central collecting centre in 
Amman and Jor danian postal 
employees process the shipments 
and channel them to outgoing RJ 
flights. Dr. Jazi. told the Jordan 
Times. 

The present an-angpment does 
not include surface mail of heavy 
air-mail packages ori ginating in 
Iraq. 

According to.. Iraqis visiting 
Jordan,' .Iraqi side idt the 
system is limited to residents of 
Bagdad .-and -major towns like 
Mosul and Kirkuk and cities m 
western Iraq on a weekly basis. 

“Most residents of the south 
are not even: aware that postal 
services have been resumed after 
the (Gulf) war,” which ended in 
early March, . said an Iraqi 
businessman. 

According to sources iii the 


Restoration of Temple 
of Hercules to begin 
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By Maha Addas! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The American Cen- 
tre for Oriental Research 
(ACOR), in cooperation with the 
Department of Antiquities and 
toe- U.S. Agency for Internation- 
al Development (USAID),, are 
working on reconstructing the 
Temple of Hercules overiooking 
the Roman Amphitheatre on Jab- 
al AIQal’ah in a way thai will 
change the skyline in the area. 

The preliminary plan for the 
reconstruction was proposed 
Saturday in a presentation at 
ACOR by Qnyssanthbs Kanello- 
pouios, an archaeologist and 
architect who; along with 
archaeologist Alex Papaniko- 
laotr, worked on the reconstmc- 
tion-and preservation of the 
Acropolis in Adieus and who will 
now supervise the reconstruction 
of the Temple of Hercules. 

Tbe Temple,., most of which 
was destroyed, dates back to the 
first Century AD. The recon- 
struction plan is to restore four of 
the Temple columns as the max- 
imum possible reconstruction us- 
ing a minimal amount of new 
material. 

USAID is funding the project 
by providing $600,000. But even 
with a budget increase only four 
columns can be reconstructed as 
defined by the proposed plan. 

Members of concerned orga- 
nisations tad varied opinions re- 
garding the proposed plan and 
said that this project will provide 
a much needed tourist attraction 
in Amman. 

- Nasri At all ah, the director 


general of the Ministry of Tour- 
ism, said dial the reconstruction 
of this Temple is very important 
for Jordan, especially because it 
will become a major tourist site in 
the Amman region. 

“Before the Gulf war, tourism 
provided over 5500 million in 
income," Mr. Atallah said. 
“Many of the tourists who visited 
Jordan went to the south of Jor- 
dan to Aqaba and Petra.”- 

Now thar tourism is starting 
again, the Ministry of Tourism 
aims to inform tourists of sites in 

Amman . 

“The restoration of the Temple 
of Hercules is one such, (site) and 
it is the type of place tourists 
would be interested in,” he said. 

In previous news reports Mr. 
Atallah said that the reasoning 
behind tbe new plan to attract 
tourists to Amman is that accom- 
modations are always plentiful 
while in' peak seasons accom- 
modations become scarce in Pet- 
ra and Aqaba because most tour- 
ists flock there. 

The director of the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities, Dr. Safwan 
Tell, said that the reconstruction 
plan is a step m the right direc- 
tion. 

• "This is the type of project that 
we need in Jordan. This is what 
goes to preserve the heritage in 
Jordan,” Mr. Tell said. 

According to Mr. Kanello- 
poulos, tbe assessment of work 
necessary for tbe reconstruction 
project has already been com- 
pleted. 

“Now, the actual restoration 
should begin,” he said. “This is 
expected to take 30 months.” 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

art exhibition by Iraqi artists Batoul Al Fukefld, Ibrahim 
Al Abdati and Abdul Jabfaar Salman at tbe Royal CuMural 


& 1 embroidery exfafo&foo « the Royal Cultural Centre. 

^ Pfa^k art exhibttian by Nkfal Jamous and Ahmad H a n an d eh at 
Yannssak U ni ve rsity. 

■fr tEddhiaian of photos depicting the Palestinian people's suffering 
; .?vta<fcr Israett occupation at Yannoak UnivenJly- 


Jordan’s position in Gulf war 
explained to American visitors 


AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of 
the Lower House of Parliament 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat has told a 
team of visiting American 
academicians that Jordan's posi- 
tion during the Gulf crisis was 
misunderstood and misinter- 
preted in the West and urged the 
team members to relay to the 
American people the facts about 
the situation in the wake of the 
Gulf war. 

The team, whose members are 
on a tour of the region on a 
fact-finding mission, was briefed 
by Dr. Arabiyat about the situa- 
tion in the Gulf and Jordan's 


position towards the Gulf crisis. 

Jordan has continuously sought 
to find an Arab peaceful solution 
to the Gulf crisis within the con- 
text of the Arab League so that 
the region would not experience 
any wars and bloodshed. Dr. 
Arabiyat said. 

Jordan's position was not 
understood and the Kingdom had 
no chance to present its views and 
plans for a peaceful settlement to 
the crisis. Dr. Arabiyat said. 

The House speaker briefed the 
visitors on the economic situation 
in Jordan and the enormous 
assistance the Kingdom offered 


to the Palestinian refugees who 
have been displaced since 1943 
and following the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war. 

He also spoke in detail about 
the difficulties which the King- 
dom continues to face as a result 
of the embargo on Iraq despite 
the end of Golf war. Jordan, Dr. 
Arabiyat said, was neutral during 
the Gulf crisis and (he Kuwaiti 
Embassy in Amman was operat- 
ing as normal during the Gulf 
war. 

He requested that the team 
relay Jordan's views to the Amer- 
ican public. 


Seminar to discuss data analysis 
of fertility and mortality rates 


expatriate community in Iraq, the 
postal system has vet to take foil 
effect because it was only laun- 
ched eight or nine weeks ago. 

“In view of the scarce availabil- 
ity of telecommunication lines, 
most of Iraqi government busi- 
ness is also done through mail.” 
said a diplomat based in Bagh- 
dad. 

Jordan, which represents the 
main lifeline for Iraq, also serves 
as the transit point for diplomatic 
bags from missions which have 
reopened in the Iraqi capital. 
Vehicles carrying Jordanian di- 
plomatic license plates are a con- 
stant sigbt on the mam Amman- 
Baghdad highway. 

Dr. Jazi said tbe Jordanian 
postal system will continue to 
handle «ttan for Iraq until Iraqi Air- 
ways resume operations in and 
oat of Baghdad. Iraqi Airways 
maintained a daily Baghdad- 
Amraan-Baghdad flight until the 
evening of Jan, 16 despite toe air 
embargo imposed on Iraq by tbe 
Security Council. 

One of tbe first targets of toe 
allies in toe war, which started m 
toe early hours of Jan. 17, was 
Baghdad International Airport, 
which was repeatedly hit in de- 
vastating air attacks. 

• The airport has now been re- 
paired and is capable of handling 
a limited number of incoming and 
outgoing Sights, aviation sources 

said. 

The Iraqi national carrier has 
sought U.N. Security Council 
approval to resume Araman- 
Baghdad- Amman flights “but the 
application remains somewhere 
in toe labymth of toe controversy 
surrounding Iraq’s compliance 
with Gulf war ceasefire terms,'* 
said a diplomatic source. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Labour, in cooperation with 
the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), Sunday 
opened a ten-day training semi- 
nar on tbe use of computers in 
data analysis concerning fertility 
and mortality rates' in Jordan. 

The seminar is designed to 
recruit and train a national team 
to work with tbe the National 
Population Committee in helping 
to analyse data and statistical 
information related to demog- 
raphic development in Jordan in 
a manner that would be of help to 
the derision makers and in mat- 
ters related to human resources 
development, according to Minis- 
try of Labour officials. 

They said officials from various 
ministries and public organisa- 
tions involved in population mat-' 
ters are taking part in the semi- 
nar. 

Minister of Labour Abdul 
Karim Al Dughmi, who opened 
the session, underlined the im- 
portance of the subject matter as 
part of the Kingdom's efforts to 
achieve sound planning in de- 


velopmental fields. Proper analy- 
sis of data would help policy 
makers to be in a better position 
to help the country achieve a 
balance between human and 
material resources, said tbe 
minister. 

The 'National Population Com- 
mittee, he said, aims at enabling 
the country to achieve success in 
planning for development 
se hemes focusing on the human 
element which constitutes the 
focal point in development. 

UNDP resident representative 
in Jordan Dr. Ah A.tiqa addres- 
sed the session, noting that the 
United Nations was financing this 
seminar in order to help boost tbe 
National Population Committee's 
technical capabilities and to help 
proper involvement of human re- 
sources in socio-economic de- 
velopment. 

Dr. Attiqa said that the semi- 
nar would help Jordan lay the 
foundation for a data base on 
prospects in human resources de- 
velopment and population 
growth between 1990 and the 


year 3005. 

According to National Popula- 
tion Committee Director 
Mohammad Akel, Jordan's 
population by the end of the 
century is expected to reach 
4.849,000, up from 3.571,000 at 
present. 

Dr. Akel told the opening ses- 
sion that the seminar was a re- 
sponse to the urgent needs of Jordan, 
which faces numerous 
population problems. He said 
matters like fertility and mortality 
rates, toe increase in the unem- 
ployment rate and a rise in the 
volume of spending on basic ser- 
vices are mattters that would be 
tackled through proper handling 
of data and information related to 
population. 

According to Dr. Akel, the 
mortality rate in Jordan declined 
as a result of an improvement in 
the standard of health services 
and a ; rise in the average income 
of Jordanian citizens. He said 
that the increase in population in 
Jordan now stands at the rate of 
4.7 per cent. 


Preparations for journalism symposium begin 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) has 
made initial preparations for a 
three day symposium to open in 
Amman in September to discuss 
toe role of journalists during war- 
time. - 

A JPA statement said that the 
symposium, which will be held in 
Amman in cooperation with the 
International Organisations of 
Journalists (IOJ), is to review 
several working papers dealing 
with the role of journalists, their 
experiences when covering aimed 
conflicts and wars with special 
attention to the occupied Arab 
territories, and the lessons of tbe 
Gulf war. 

The symposium, to be beld 
under the title “Objectivity and 


the Role of Journalists'' seeks to 
focus attention on journalists and 
toe difficulties they encounter 
during disputes and in working 
under severe conditions, the JPA 
said. 

It said that the papers focus 
attention on the problems jour- 
nalists encounter during missions 
and obstacles various govern- 
ments impose on journalists while 
they carry out their duty. 

Representatives of the Prague- 
based IOJ and journalists from 
Arab and foreign countries as 
well as reporters who took part in 
covering the Gulf war will take 
part in the symposium, according 
to the JPA statement. 

Agreement was reached on this 
symposium following talks in 



Queen welcomes Baker’s wife 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Noor Sunday received 
U.S. Secretary of State James Baker’s wife and an accompanying 
delegation. The meeting included a lunch banquet hosted by 
' Queen Noor in honour of Mrs. Baker. The banquet was attended 
by Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath, Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker's wife, tbe wives of senior Jordanian officials as 
well as toe delegation accompanying Mis. Baker. The Queen later 
accompanied Mrs. Baker on a visit to Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
to get familiarised with the organisation's projects. Mis. Baker was 
briefed on ways of implementing NHPs programmes and the 
assistance the foundation provides for the needy. 

Minister to meet public 

AMMAN (Petra) — The minister of Tourism and Antiquities has 
decided to have Thursday of every week as a day of meetings with 
citizens at the ministry building. The minister's decision aims to get 
acquainted with people’s demands and needs. 

Minister receives U.S. ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Raef 
Najim received m his office Sunday tbe U.S. Ambassador to, 
Joixian. The meeting dealt with developments in toe occupied Arab 
territories, particularly in the dty of Jerusalem. Mr. Najim met also 
with the Palestinian ambassador to Jordan, Al Tayyeb Abdul 
Rahim, and member of the executive committee of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) Mohammad Milbem. 

AYF concludes tour 

MAAN (Petra) — The representative of the president of the Arab 
Youth Forum (AYF) Abdullah Kanaan, and the AYF board of 
trustees concluded Sunday a tour of tbe south Jordan regions. The 
three-day tour took tbe delegation to tbe cities of Maan and 
Aqaba. The delegation had a meeting at Maan dub in toe presence 
of members of tbe AYF Preparatory Committee in tbe governorate 
of Maan. Tbe meeting dealt with ways of activating tbe role of tbe 
youth in tbe governorate. Mr. Kanaan delivered a speech at the 
meeting in which he outlined A YPs board of trustees work during 
the past period. Mr. Kanaan outlined toe principles and goals of 
the AYF, which aims to achieve the youth's aspirations to 
contribute to the society. Tbe AYF delegation also visited Aqaba 
dty, where it held a meeting at Aqaba dub with members of AYF 
in the dty. Mr. Kanaan briefed participants in toe meeting on the 
objectives of the forum and projects carried out by it 

Seminar to open today 

AMMAN (Petra) — A seminar on vocational education and 
training will open in Amman today. The seminar, which will be 
opened by Minister of Labour Abdul Karim Al Dughmi, is 
organised by tbe International Labour Organisation’s (ILO) 
regional project for human resources development. 


King praised for efforts 
to achieve Arab unity 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Tbe Secretary 
General of the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference (OIC) Dr. 
Hamed Al Gabid, who arrived in 
Amman Sunday on a two-day 
visit, lauded His Majesty King 
Hussein’s efforts on the Arab and 
international levels to find solu- 
tions to problems plaguing the 
Arab and Islamic nations. 

Dr. Gabid. at a meeting with 
Speaker of toe Senate Ahmad Al 
Lawzi, said that tbe King was 
exerting efforts towards ending 
hostile propaganda campaigns 
among OIC members, thus open- 
ing the way for the organisation 
to find proper solutions for them. . 

Issues related to the Gulf crisis 
and other matters of concern to 
Arab and Islamic countries, in- 
cluding the Palestine question, 
were discussed at the meeting. 

Dr. Gabid also met with Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat, speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament, for 
similar discussions. Dr. Arabiyat 
expressed hope that the OIC 
secretary general will use his 
office to bring the Arab and 
Islamic countries closer together. 

Dr. Gabid told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, upon arriv- 
al here that his visit was part of a 




KING MEETS OIC CHIEF: Bis Majesty King Hussein 
receives at toe Royal Court Sunday toe secretary general of the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC), Hamid Al Gabid (Petra 
photo) 

ri a ls , he said, would also focus on situation in Iraq and the suffering 
arrangements for OIC's 20tb of toe Iraqi people as a result of 
Ministerial Conference to be beld ' the current economic embargo on 
in Istanbul on Aug. 3 and prepa- that country. Dr. Gabid said that 
rations for an OIC summit due to OIC's Secretariat was committed 
be held in Senegal. to toe policies and stands of ii. 

Tbe OIC foreign ministers OIC foreign ministers who ud. 
meeting in Istanbul will discuss meet in Istanbul, 
basic economic and social issues He said OIC members, in their 
of concern to OIC member coun- capacity as members of toe Un- 

tries like the Gulf situation, the ited Nations, can only be commit- 
Palestine problem and Muslim ted to the resolutions taken by 
minorities in Asian and African toe international organisation. 

Foreign Minister Abdullah En- 
sour and other officials were at 
the airport to welcome Dr. Gabid 
and his delegation upon their 
arrival in Jordan. 


tour of a number of OIC mem- countries as well as economic 
here to help reestablish solidarity difficulties facing the less de- 


amoug Islamic nations in the 
wake of the Gulf crisis. 

His talks with Jordanian offi- 


veloped Islamic countries, he 
said. 

Asked to comment on tbe 


Jordanian national environment 
strategy to be unveiled next month 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Work on a 
Jordanian national environment 
strategy will be completed and 
presented in its final version in 
the coining month, according to 
an announcement by Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Salim Al Zoubi. 

The strategy has been prepared 


fa said he would submit a report 
including recommendations that 
would help implement UNEP 
programmes in cooperation with 
tbe countries in question. 

During his stay in Jordan, Mr. 
Khalifa said that be would be 
accompanied by officials on visits 


in cooperation with the Interna- to areas where UNEP projects 
tional Union for the Conserva- being implemented and will 


discuss toe subject of environ- 
mental education with officials 
from the Ministry of Education. 

Mr. Zoubi said last month that 
his department will give due 
attention to tbe issue of greening 
Jordan, preventing desertifica- 
tion and confirming building op- 
erations on arable in a drive 
to safeguard the enviro nm ent in 
the Kingdom. 


Amman between two IOJ mem- 
bers and JPA President Hashem 
Khreisat and asssoriation board 
members. 

At least 250 journalists were 
deliberately killed while working 
in a number of countries over the 
past two years, according to the 
IOJ team that concluded its visit- 
to Amman last week. 

The team discussed with Mr. 
Khreisat several matters related 
to reporters' work and the gener- 
al conditions of journalists in the 
occupied Arab territories. 

The JPA board bad set up a 
five member committee to make 
arrangements for the upcoming 
symposium, the first of its kind to 
discuss such issues of concern to 
journalists around toe world. 


7 people 
die during 
weekend 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Six members 
of a family were trilled in a road 
accident which occurred on toe 
radio station transmission- 
Bunayat road southwest of here 
Saturday. 

A report in the local press said 
that toe casualties were in a small 
car used for training new drivers 
which was hit by two private cars 
moving in tbe opposite direction. 

In another report, the local 
press said that 12 citizens were 
injured in two road accidents. 

A report in Al Dustour daily 
said that a 40-year-old man living 
in Nazzal District shot and killed 
a 20-year-old man who had en- 
tered toe garden of his house late 
Saturday. 

The report said that the man 
had spotted four men entering 
the garden requesting some flow- 
ers. A quarrel between the bouse 
owner and the victim ensued with 
the victim producing a switch 
knife and threatening to attack 
the owner of the bouse, who went 
inside and later come out with a 
gun with which be killed tbe 
yictim. 


KARAK (Petra) — The Ministry 
of Social Development Sunday 
opened toe first summer camp for 
toe hearing-impaired, offering 
100 participating children the 
chance to meet, make friends and 
tour archaeological and tourist 
sites. 

The handicapped children 
gathered at the camp near Karak 
will be taken on tours of the 
potash and phosphate mines, 
Muta University and other places 
of interest and will be allowed to 
cany out activities related to 
community service in tbe Karak 
region. 


centres in Ruseifa, Karak and 
Amman, said Min i str y of Serial 
Development officials. 

.. According to the Social De- 
velopment Department director 
the Karak region, Saleh Esqour, 
the camp activities will constitute 
a nucleus for future camps for 
other handicapped children. The 
Ministry of Soda! Development 
will try to expand its services to 
all children with hearing difficul- 
ties and impairment, be said. 

A special school for tbe hearing 
impaired in tbe Karak Governo- 
rate is planned and vocational 
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TAIZ-ADEN POWER LINK PROJECT 

As the Government ot the Republic of Yemen has obtained a 
loan from the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development 
for Financing of Taiz-Aden Power Link Project. 

Yemen General Electricity Corporation and Public Corporation erf 
Electric Power in the Republic of Yemen announce the issue of 
the following tenders for Taiz-Aden Power Link Project 

1. Transmission Lines Tender: for supply, erection and 
putting into service of 132kV Double Circuit Overhead 
Transmission Lines from Taiz to Ar-Rahidah, Ar-Rahidah to 
Al-Turbah, Ar-Rahidah to Hiswa in Aden passing through 
Nobat Dukim and from Nobat Dukim to Habilayn of total 
length of about 216km of line route, and 33kV Double Circuit 
Overhead Line from Habilayn to DhaJa of total length of about 
35km of line route. 

2. Substations Tender: For supply, erection and putting into 
service of 132/33k\/ Substation in Ar-Rahidah, 132/33/1 IkV 
Substation in Habilayn, 132kV Switching Station in Nobat 
Dukim, two 33/1 IkV Substations in At-Turbah and Dhaia and 
extension- of the two existing 132/33kV Substations in Taiz 
and Hiswa. 

3. Distribution Networks Tender: For supply, erection and 
putting into service of about 240km of Medium Voltage 33 
and IlkV Overhead Lines, 235 Substations 33/0.4kV and 
11/0.4kV, 400km of Low Voltage 0.4kV Lines and about 
14000 Consumer Connections in 253 villages in Ar-Rahidah 
and At-Turbah Districts. 

Tenderers willing to participate in any of the above mentioned 
Tenders, can obtain the Tender Documents which consist of four 
Volumes and Addendum for Transmission Lines Tender, six 
Volumes' and Addendum for Substations Tender and three 
Volumes for Distribution Tender, from the Main Offices of Jordan 
Electricity Authority in Amman, P.O. Box 2310, Jordan starting 
from 22/7/1991 against a non refundable fee of 200 U.S. dollars 
for each copy of any of the above Tenders. 

Local Tenderers in the Republic of Yemen who are willing to 
participate in any of these Tenders are required to submit with 
their Tenders the necessary docunents proving their com- 
pliance with local laws and regulations. 

Bids for any of the above Tenders are to be submitted in the 
offices of Yemen General Electricity Corporation in Sana'a not 
later than 12:00 noon on 'Monday' 21/10/1991 accompanied with 
bid bonds as specified in the Tender Documents and any 
Tender not including these bonds or received after closing time 
shall not be considered. 
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more a hypothesis 


IN DESCRIBING his mission and talks in the Middle East, 
U.S. Secretary of State James Baker said yesterday that his 
efforts were meant to “craft a process for peace in the 
region.” Indeed, as His Majesty King Hussein said, the 
Middle East problem is “a serious and chronic” one that 
reqohes a& the efforts and craftsmanship of all men of 
goodwill — American, Arab and Israeli. 

Since his first mission in March, Mr. Baker has called on 
both Arabs and Israelis to show willingness for peace and to 
flak* coofiidemce-biulduig measures that would enhance and 
bolster the search for peace. It has become a weB-known 
flet by now rtmf the Arab side has shown all the goodwill 
required to push the peace process ahead. The latest gesture 
has been Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak’s call for an 
end to the Arab boycott of Israel in exchange for an Israeli 
ffiresss on Jewish settlements in the occupied territories. 

So for, Saadi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and 
Jordan have said they supported Egypt’s proposal; Israel 
rejected at outright. This, of course, is not the most 
important, nor latest, amfidence-boildiiig measure the 
Arabs have taken. Syria has dropped its mastence on hD 
United Nations participation and the Palestine Liberation 
Or ganisati on (FLO) is no longer insisting on separate 
Palestinian participation in the peace conference. Furth- 
ermore, Syria, through its influence in Lebanon and by the 
ose of the Lebanese army, is seeking to pacify the front with 
brad on the border with Lebanon. 

Also, Saudi Arabia and the countries of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council have agreed to attend the conference 
despite the fact that they do not share borders with Israel. 
Al these concessions on behalf of the Arabs and we have yet 
to see Ssrasfl making any commitment, even if only verbal. 
On tbs contrary, everytime the Arabs make a gesture, the 
Jewish state toogbens its stand. AH indications, there fo re, 
point to one stark feet: Israel does not want peace. It does 
mot want to exchange land for peace or negotiate with the 
Arabs on the basis of Security Council Resolutions 242 and 
338. That is why we fed the Israeli leadership, foe I And, is 
determined to sabotage foe A m erican effort. Instead of 
easfog settlement bofofing, described by foe U.S. as foe 
onto obstacle to peace, it has stepped up then* building. 
Contrary to what Secret a ry Raker intends, to convene a 
conference hnmediatdy — prefer a bly before autumn when 
American presidential election campa i gns begin — the 
tisr&dES seeo adamant to use whatever delay tactics they can 
ranster m order to render American efforts useless by the 
beginning of 1992. If this is foe truth, and Secretary Baker is 
certainly foe best judge of this, then it is not “hypothetical” 
for foe Arabs to ask: What would the Americans do? If the 
Americans were able to get the Arabs to give concessions, 
are they w33mg to put some pressure on the Israelis to 
reciprocate? 

We know that Mr. Baker’s task is a formidable one. We 
do appreciate his efforts, willingness and sincerity. Hoping 
foal he would find some opening m Israeli intransigence, we 
wish him the best of Inch. 


mSSS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ka’i dally Sunday expressed astonishment and dismay at 
renewed threats for the use of fotce-agai nst Iraq and said that such 
threats like those coining from U.S. Gen. Cohn Powell are not 
justified at all. The paper pointed to the feet that Iraq has satisfied 
(he U.N. inspection teams and has been fully complying with the 
U.N. resolutions, thus offering no chance for any aggression by 
any party. Furthermore Powell's threats coincide with a tour by 
U.S. Secretary of State Jamese Baker designed to settle the 
Middle East conflict peacefully, the paper noted. As Mr. Baker 
calls for settling the Arab-IsraeU problem by peaceful means and 
negotiations, Gen. Powell issues threats to Iraq which has 
complied fully with the U.N. Security Council orders, unlike 
Israel which continues to occupy Arab territories and reject all 
U.N. resolutions, the paper continued. In the midst of Mr. 
Baker's current moves for peace, it is really feared that the 
Americans are preparing for yet another aggression on Iraq, a 
move which can only poison the atmosphere for the U.S. 
secretary of state and render bis mission a total failure, the paper 
said. On the other hand if Gen. Powell's threats were meant to 
intimidate foe Arabs into accepting Mr. Baker's dictates, such 
tactics can by no means serve their purpose either, die paper 
stressed. The paper said that the time has come for the Western 
nations in general and the US in particular to stop issuing threats 
against Baghdad and realise that peace and international legitima- 
cy cannot be divided neither can the destruction of Iraq bring 
about peace to the region. 

Al Dustocr daily welcomed US Secretary of State James Baker in 
Jordan and said that everybody wishes him success in his mission 
so that peace can be achieved. The paper noted however, that the 
U.S. secretary would hear from Amman the same firm stand the 
Kingdom has adopted all along, namely: a peace conference to 
implement U.N. Security Council resolutions to achieve the 
aspired peace. Mr. Baker will hear from Amman and the other 
Arab capitals a positive response to ideas put forth by President 
Bosh who called in a speech last March for the implementation of 
Security Council resolutions to achieve peace in the Middle East 
area, the^ paper noted. It should be pointed out, the paper said, 
that it :s Israel which continues to block any move towards peace 
by totally rejecting the idea of a conference and the implementa- 
tion of UN resolutions. Furthermore, the Israeli Jewish settle- 
ment and expansionist programme which is now under way, is 
bound to complicate matters further and make the aspired peace 
beyond reach, the paper added. By responding favourably to the 
U.N. resolutions, the Arabs are showing flexibility and willing- 
ness to attain peace and by putting the cards on the table and 
accepting to sit with the Israelis to discuss peace on the basis of 
U.N. resolutions, the Arabs have thus put the ball right into the 
Middle of the US-Israeli court, the paper said. For this reason, 
said the paper, Jordan and the Arab states sincerely wish that Mr. 
Baker will overcome the Israeli intransigence and crown his 
mission with success. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


Whatever happened to Arab 



ALTHOUGH several long months have elapsed since the formal 
ending of the Gulf crisis. inter-Arab relations are still no where 
near the beginning of the end of their conflicts and suspicions. 
One would have thought that on the strength of the long-held 
traditional formula of Arab nationalism and Arab brotherhood, 
the Arab capitals would have started a long time ago the 
reestablishment of Arab coordination and cooperation on at least 
the issues that matter meet to the overall Arab cause. Yet what we 
have now in place in the Arab World is the exact opposite inspite 
of all protestations to the contrary. There are several explanations 
for this dismal inter-Arab state of affairs. 

To begin with the Gulf war caused deeper conflicts and disputes 
within the Arab World than thought possible at the beginning. 
The wounds inflicted by the occupation of Kuwait and the war 
that ensued contributed to deeper drifts between the Arabs. 
Unlike the past when Arabs would readily heal their wounds and 
pick up where they had left off, this time around the Arabs are 
moving rather too cautiously and without undue hesitation in the 
direction of restoring the Arab order to its pre-war stand. 

Secondly, some of the Arab states, especially the rich ones in 
the Gulf, are rather reluctant to go back to the “good old days" 
for fear that would mean the resumption of their lavish aid to the 
poorer Arab countries. As long as inter-Arab relations are kept 
on bold so would be the return to the times when millions of Gulf 
money were dished out to the lesser endowed Arab states. Not 
that the Gulf Arab states were totally convinced of this generous 
policy on their part. “Takhgjl” had more to do with promoting 
Arab material support to the recipient Arab countries than 
anything else. With the benefit of a good cause to be angry and 
upset, the Arab oil governments are exploiting this situation to 
interrupt the flow of their oil money to the poorer Arab states for 


as long as possible. So why hurry and resume brotherly relations 
when that would necessarily mean the obligation to start again the 
support for the majority of the Arab states. 


A third possible explanation could yet be offered to elucidate 
the reasons behind the very slow and timid efforts to restore the 
normal relations among the Arab countries. All along the Arab 
peoples were deceiving themselves into believing that there is but 
one Arab nation bound together by the strong forces of Arab 
nationalism. Many of the Arab peoples were brought up to 
believe that the current Arab state of affairs where there are some 
twenty Arab states sea the red across North Africa, the Middle 
East and the Gulf region is really an a bbe ration. Many Arab 
nationalist continued to entertain die conviction that the existing 
Arab states are not permanent features but rather provinces soon 
to be united together by the cohesive forces of Arabism. For 
many decades the Arab peoples held on to this belief thinking, or 
rather praying, that the abnormality that persisted in the Arab 
World would end sooner or later. Many efforts were made to 
unite the Arab states, but with the exception of the unity forged 
between the two Yemeni states, none of the other Arab efforts 
came to full fruition. Slowly but surely the Arab countries became 
full-fledged sovereign states which guarded their independence 
more than they have defended Arab causes. 


increase than on the decrease. Vety soon the Arab pe oples woqld 
simply look back to their once held dreams of Arab nationalism 
with nostalgia, nothing more. ”... 

What better demonstration of this Arab disarray ttea^e .way 
Iraq's nuclear programme was left for desmictioa by the: West on 
behalf of Israel. It is one thing to blame. Baghdad for occupying 
Kuwait and for bringing on to itself desttwtionan^death and 
quite another to desert its nuclear programme which mtiw final 
analysis is an Arab nuclear programme. The least tha t fe Arab 
side could have done in the face of determined efforts to 
neutralise the Arabs’ only nuclear capability is tooafl. tor.the 
dismantling also of Tel Aviv’s decades-long nuclear and awmo- 
noclear capabilities. Surely no one in his right mind would like to 
see the Middle East region go nuclear given the uncertainties and 
instability of the area. But to leave the Arab peoples a t toe m ercy 
of Israel's proven nuclear prowess is something bordering, on. 
suidde. ; - 


b 


In more than one way, the present Arab states resemble the 
Latin American states in South America. To be sure the Arab 
states, as their counterparts in Latin America, share a common 
language, religions and traditions. Yet somehow all such common 
denominators never succeeded in bridging the gaps between 
them. What exacerbates this situation in the Arab World is that 
the gaps between the different Arab countries are rather on the 


The truth of the matter, therefore, is that there is no longer an 
Arab World as such but rather a variety of Arab sovereign state s 
which guard jealously their independence and self-mterests inore- 
than anything else. So why pretend that there » stffl Arab 
nationalism and prospects for Arab unity when “ e 
the opposite? Even if one wishes to think in terms of ^C-styled 
Arab unity, that also is not in the cards because the Aratvstates 
degree of development and sophistication are no near the .stage 
that would facilitate such a contemporary form of^ly. Accor- 
dingly, while the Arabs fail to realise their aspired-for nationality 
and unity, the least they can do under the d r curm tan forge 
some sort of a front in order to protect their minimum collective 
interests. 
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International role for Hungary’s Muslim leader 
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By Gilles Malaise 


BUDAPEST. Hungary — The 
thirty- ish looking man in a busi- 
ness suit who offered a warm 
handshake in the elegant lobby of 
the Hotel Forum looked more 
like a merchant banker than a’ 
cleric. But Dr. Abdul Rahman 
Mihalffy, bom into a Hungarian 
family, is now president of (he 
Hungarian Islamic Society and 
the religious leader of Hungary's 
Muslim community. Witness to 
the appeal of Islam for a growing 
number of Europeans, he may 
also help his country’s economic 
reconstruction by forging new 
economic and cultural ties to the 
Muslim world. 

Question: Dr. Mihalffy, like 
most of the adherents to Islam 
here, you have got 100 per cent 
Hungarian ancestors. Isn’t it diffi- 
cult to be Muslim while being 
Hungarian and a citizen of a 
former communist country lo- 
cated in the heart of central 
Europe? 

Answer: May I start with his- 
tory, to make you understand 
that Islam isn’t a new religion 
here. Islam, with its tribes, came 
to Hungary 1,000 years ago. Just 
like other tribes that contributed 
to populate the territory, they 
came from Asia. Some of the 
newcomers were from the Shiraz 
area, in Iran. In toe 11th century 
there were tribes that mixed with 
others coming from the northern 
part of Africa. These Suni and 
Shiite tribes went together to 
Hungary and established Islam in 
central Europe. 

Q: So Islam didn't come with 
the Turkish invasion in the 16th 
century? 

A: Of course not. The ottoman 
influence began four centuries 
after the episode that I men- 
tioned. The Hungarian tribes 
came sooner, in 846. They estab- 
lished very strong Muslim com- 
munities, which served the 
Hungarian kings as tax collectors 
and coin makers. In our National 
Museum, in Budapest, you can 
see some of these coins, with the 
word ‘Allah’ engraved. These 
tribes were generally known as 
“Boszormeny," which phoneti- 
cally sounds like, and means, 
“Mussulman" or Muslim. You 
can still find some “Boszermeny 
streets" in Hungary. 

Q: Did the Turkish invasion of 
Hungary in 1526 bring something 
new to Islamic communities? 


A: I believe that the most 
important fact in our history 
wasn't the Turkish settlement but 
the moment when Austria expel- 
led them in 1586. At the same 
time, they expelled all Muslim 
influence. After this period came 
two centuries without Islam. 
Some traces of Muslim and Tur- 
kish communities remained, but 
they were insignificant. 

Q: What about the situation 
today? In view of the communist 
policies of outlawing religions, 
the society must be quite new? 

A: We now have 200 families 
of Hungarian Muslims. They are 
registered in our Hungarian Isla- 
mic Society ... When we decided 
to form an association m the 
1980s. religious groups (whether 
Muslim, Christian or Jewish) 
were not accepted. I won’t say 
they were forbidden, because the 
government’s policies had sof- 
tened a bit. They had realised 
that they had to change policies 
as a matter of survival: they had 
to establish closer links with the 
people, partly through religion; 
this is why our society was recog- 
nised in 1988. 

Q: Are toe members descen- 
dants of the original Islamic com- 
munity? 

A: Today the majority of our 
people have converted to Islam. 

Q: How did you manage to be 
recognised officially by the for- 
mer government? With no deep- 
rooted Muslim community in the 
country, it must have been diffi- 
cult to prove that Islam existed 
here. 



As leader of Hungary’s Islamic community. Dr. Abdul Rahman 
Mihalffy is hoping to help the new democratic government forge 
ties with (he Muslim world (WNL photo). 


A:Let’s go back to the begin- 
ning of this century, when 
Emperor Franz Joseph annexed 
Bosnia and Hercegovina (in 
1908). As a lot of Muslims were 
living in this area and were to be 
included in the Austro-Hunga : 
nan Empire, the Parliament of 
Budapest recognised the Islamic 
faith in 1917. The communists 
forgot to abolish this law, and we 
used it to gain recognition. 

Q: How do you see your role? 

A: We are trying to be spokes- 
men for our religion — not a 
state, not an interest. Being 
Hungarian, we can be regarded 
as a minority, of course, in the 
Islamic world, which represents 
one billion people. But the Arab 
World, as part of the Islamic 
world, represents only 140 mil- 
lion people. It is a minority, too, 
among non-Arab Muslims. So, 


with our 200 families, in a way we 
arc part of the majority! 

Q: When you say 200 families, 
how many people does that 
make? 

A: I estimate between 1,000 
and 3,000 Muslims. It is quite 
difficult to get accurate statistics, 
many Muslims answering ques- 
tions regarding their religion say 
that they are Catholic, because it 
is the first religion here. Jews will 
give the same answer. We know 
very well that many Islamic- 
rooted families are still living in 
an area located in southern Hun- 
gary and called Kunsag, which 
comes from the name of Kuns 
Muslim invaders. They came here 
many times before the Turks, like 
all the tribes. So if we analyse the 
origin of families from regions 
just like Kunsag. we could find 
thousands of people with Muslim 
roots. 

Q: Can you still trace the origin 


of the names? 

A: Of course. You will find 
people with family names like 
Tehereni (from Tehran), Szultan. 
Solimani, Vilate (from Vilaia). 
and villages called Medina. 

Q: And what about your 
name? And your own roots? 

A: Abdul Rahman Mihalffy is 
my name as a convert, as a 
sheikh. My family name is 
Mihalffy and my Christian name 
is Balazs ... I was born a Christ- 
ian. I never thought I would turn 
to Islam. For five years, while 
attending university in Hungary. 
I shared a dormitory room with a 
Sudanese. For the five .years he 
spoke to me only in Arabic. After 
three years I could write, read 
and take an exam in Arabic. He 
wasn’t a Muslim, but when I 
asked him what was the best book 
in his language, he answered, the 
Koran. And I derided to translate 
it (into Hungarian). During the 


eight years it took me to translate 
the Koran I also read some ori- 
ginal books on Islam written in 
toe 6th and 7th centuries. That is 
how I became a convert. 

Q: What about your rela- 
tionship with other Islamic conn- 
tries? 

A: At the beginning it was 
difficult. The local communist 
Office for Church Affairs wanted 
me to change tome statutes of our 
society. Because they were in line 
with the Koran, and I am not in a 
position to change the Koran. I 
refused. I then had some prob- 
lems and my permission to travel 
was withdrawn. It was so very 
difficult to establish contacts with 
Islamic sources and countries. 
After Miklos Nemeth was elected 
prime minister, it became possi- 
ble to have direct contacts worl- 
dwide. We now have the best 
.relationships with the Islamic 
world, including Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait. Iran, Malaysia, In- 
donesia. 

Q: Thanks to such friendly 
relations, you must play an offi- 
cial diplomatic role? 

A: When toe new government 
came, Mr. Geza Jeszenszky, the 
minister for foreign affairs, asked 
me if I would like to play some 
role as an advisor in Middle East 
affairs. And I said yes. But of 
course I remain a church leader. 

Q: Then your role in both 
religious and political? 

A: “We Muslims have our own 
interests. But as Hungarians we 
also have to serve our national 
interests. But these two interests 
don’t have to interfere with each 
other. I think there is no problem 
with being a spokesman for reli- 
gious and political affairs. In case 
there was a conflict between toe 
two, I would drop the political 
side. I consider myself more a 
religious man than a politician. 


a dear picture of what thefuture 
of Islam in Europe should he, tod 
we are planning for tois .future 
Q: Are yon travelling a lot in 
the Muslim countries? * 

A: Of course. I have been to 
Mecca several times. The conn- 
tries that I have not. visited are 
Kuwait, the (United Arab) Emi- 
rates, Bahrain, Qatar. But, bv 
shallah! I expect to visit them 
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Q: What about funding for 
your group? Do you receive fore- 
ign aid? 

A:In the last four years, we 
have not accepted any foreign aid 
to our group, but I am encourag- 
ing Arab nations to invest in 
companies here that would allow 
Hungarian Muslims and non- 
Muslims to work together. To put 
our society in toe position of 
intermediary in economic rela- 
tions between Islamic countries 
and Hungary would strengthen' 
our country’s political position in 
the middle of Europe . . . We have 


soon. 

Q: What is your position re- 
garding fundamentalism? - 

A: It depends on what people 
mean by fundamentalism. If we 
return to “fundamentals," I be- 
lieve that the fundamental tenets 
of Islam are very moderate: I 
think that (what’s happening 
now) should be called not fun- 
damentalism but traditionalism. 
These very radical people return 
to their own traditions, not to the. 
Islamic rules. So, extremist ato 
radical movements caxmot be'; 
compared to the original Islamic 
laws. 7.£*" 

Q: To take the case of Algeria,.: 
which has been brought to the 
brink of civil war, do you think 
that the adherents of. fuor 
damentalist leader Abassi Mada- 
ni are traditionalists? ■ 

A: I think it is a political 
question. In cases where any kind 
of church is seeking political pow^ 
er , then it loses all the features of 
the church. No religion should be 
allowed to have political power 
because in toe process rehgious 
values are lost. Speaking about 
Algeria, if you return to -the 
teachings of the Prophet, all of 
them say that we have to help toe 
poorest people. I don’t think ti«y 
are doing it now. They; have to 
distinguish between religious and 
political values, which they aren't, 
doing. Take an example. Yoor 
father, dead or alive, is still in 
your heart. But if he becomes a 
minister, perhaps you. canU 
accept his orders. Religion 'plays 
the same role. It has to give 
commands to your internal jjnrit,: 
not outside. 

Q: How do you explain toe 
popularity of Islam in Europe, 
which has seen many conversions 
recently? 

A: People are adopting Islamic 
values because they fit the 20th 
century. True Islam is a modern 
religion, and it can be successful 
here. In fact, Europe needs not 
only Islam but any kinds of reti- ' 
gious values — World News 
Link. 
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40-year boycott meant to pressure Israeli economy 


St 


The Associated Press 


FOR 40 years the Arab World has 
been trying, with only limited 
success ^to apply economic press- 
ure od Israel. 

According to an announcement 
in Saudi Arabia, toe wealthiest 
country in toe 22-member Arab 
League, the boycott would be 
lifted in exchange for an Israeli 
commitment to stop Jewish set- 
tlements in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Even before the offer was 
made, Israeli. Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens rejected any such 
tradeoff, saying: “A country can- 
not give up, even temporarily, on 
its fundamental rights." 

For Israel, the move would be 
less an economic boon than a 
symbolic gesture signifying a les- 
sening of Arab hostility. Israel 
has managed to chip away at the 
boycott to some degree over the 
years, and made adjustments to 
compensate for lost trade. 

Hundreds of companies worl- 
dwide have eschewed millions of 


dollars in trade with Israel. But 
the boycott has been most harm- 
fill to U.S. firms, costing them 
millions of dollars in Arab busi- 
ness because U.S. law forbids 
them to reject trade with Israel. 

Japanese firms, according to 
Jewish organisations that track 
toe black lists, are the most com- 
pliant with the boycott, partly 
because Japan relies heavily on 
oil from the Middle East and 
partly because Arab markets are 
more lucrative than the small 


Israeli one. 

Such giants as Toyota, Nissan 
and Toshiba are among those 
abstaining from trade with Israel, 
according to a recent report by 
the World Jewish Congress 
(WJC). 

The WJC and other Jewish 
groups have mounted an intense 
lobbying effort with Japan to 
reverse toe longstanding boycott 
adherence. The ultimate goal of 
this effort is to abolish the 
boycott so that Israelis and Arabs 
can trade with Israel. 


The United States passed a law 
in 1976 banning compliance with 
the boycott. U.S. firms caught 
abiding by the boycott are sub- 
jected to heavy fines. 

The boycott offices in Damas- 
cus keep close tabs on companies 
doing business with Israel and 
have about 300 U.S. companies 
on their list — which is not 
publicly available. 

Among them are AT and T. 
Avis, Bell Telephone Labs. Con- 
tinental Grain, Hughes Aircraft. 
Mattell Inc., and Paramount 
Picture Corporation, according to 
Jewish groups. 

Blacklisted firms are banned 
from operations and sales in the 
Arab World, although some 


countries are stricter in their en- 
forcement than others. For exam- 
ple. even though Coca Cola was 
officially blacklisted for 20 years, 
Oman and Bahrain allowed bot- 
tling plants to open two years 
before the firm was officially re- 
moved from the boycott lists last* 
May. 



But at the same time that it 
announced toe lifting of the Coca 
Cola boycott, the Arab League, 
slapped sanctions on companies 
owned by British publishing ty- 


coon Robert Maxwell. 


Mr Maxwell ran afoul of the 
Arab League after he bought 
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Full of scars, Basra stumbles to its feet 
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’£ » hypothetic^ 

.V *1* W* tape .ttal we 
-- etiukiseetfcc eoovewug of this eoo- 
7 ferenos within ? raa&oaaHe period of 
. Baker said. “Itwoukj be 

\ ptefeirabte, of course. it we coiikl see 
life .acceptance of. the mv 
v portent parties.” ? 

- ‘ Mr. Baker- espfataed’tftar thepur- 
‘pose-of tbeproposed conference will 

- oe^»lnad ifiredtihterd'iMMtia- 
i'.-A# between Israel and Palestinians 

on the one band and Israel and her 
V^iaU neighbour* pc Urc other,” 

- USo the wffl ing pes s of countries to 
toe. Conference dearly coo- 
r atrtcs a willingness to attend on (be 
basts that it has been outlined in (fce 
if’ American proposal. ^ U* American 

Ofgdal stated. 

The Kina, who repressed utis&c- 
tWfrwi* the results -of his talks with 
Secretary Baker, said that peace in 
the region was “now doeer than we 
have ever been.” 

On Palestiniao pardejpation in the 
cohfietience, the Kmg sad that Jordan 

- was in contact with the Pakstini&Rs lo 
. study the possibility of having a joint 
■ Palestinian-1 ordanian d e l ega tio n take 

pan la tee proposed conference. 

'We are in touch with the Polesu- 
aims, our brethren, to look at the 
possibility of what we have suggested 
‘ —theumbreBa of a joint Palestinian - 
Jordanian delegation. And [ hope 
that wc will see some progress along 
that trade too,” King Hussein said. 

. .Asked whether Palestinians from 
outside the occupied territories would 
also take pan in the negotiations, the 
King said: “I think yon will find that 
there are Palestinians outside the 
(occupied) territories in the govern- 
ment of Jordan, in Jordan itself. 
What we are talking about is a solu- 
tion... and obviously 1 think that the 
efforts have been -so far concentrated 
on how to try to deal with the plight 
of people in die occupied territories” 
“I hope somehow that when we 
seek a comprehensive solution, it will 
eventually cover all aspects of this 
problem," he added. 

Both die King and Mr. Baker 
described their talks as “frank, open 
and. productive.'" 

King Hussein said Middle East 
conflict “is of mutual concern to the 
U.S., to oiaselves and lb all in this 
region.” - 

"We fed modi change in the recent 
past, and I believe that with every 
visit thatSecrefaiy Baker las made to 
this region, we have seen .the. win of 
the worta — ■ the people of good will 
— '.moves forward hopefully towards 
the fulfillment of a dream and the 
realisation of a dream ami hopes that 
have been with us for years and years 
of a just and lasting solution, to the 
Palestinian- Israeli, the Arab- Israeli 
problem- So right now, the visit has 
come at a time when we have seen 
progress here in the region and in the 
worki,” the King said. .- 
He added: that Jordan was always 
co mmi tte d to peace, and with the- 
dcveJopments- regarding (he attitudes 
of many Arab states “do not exclude 
us but-put us among the first- ■ ■ I hope 
well see progress. 

Mr. Baker, apparently referring to 
Syria’s recent acceptance of the peace 
conference p rop o s a l agreed- that the 
change of attitude from some Arab 
countries, is “very heartening to us.” 
“We hope that that will generate 
even fnnher movement," Mr. Baker 
- commented. 

King Hussein highlighted the rami- 
fications of the problems in the Mid- 
dle Eat. saying that the problem was 
.“bigger than Jordan, bigger than 
Palestine, bigger than Israel, bigger 
than Syria. It is a regional proble m , it 
is a world problem." 

He added: "And we are seeking a 
comprehensive solution T believe that 
is the position erf the U.5., in terms of 
the president and the administration, 
amf the worid wants a solution to this 
problem... to continue to work re- 
solving it. So there is a lot of work 
bring done and we are making prog- 
ress.” ... 

The King described as ridiculous a 
'persistent' 'reporter's' question 
whether Jordan _was prepared for 
direct trilateral talks with Israel. 

“Whaido we attend the conference 
to do? To make faces at each other? 
Or to d tanw * how to resolve the 
problem?” the. King. asked. 


Jordan Times Staff reporter Mariam M. Shabin 
has just returned from a visit to Iraq. In the first 
of three articles she describes the state of things 
in the south of Iraq. 


BASRA — - In 50 degrees of 
hear and a constantly raging 
wind and-dust, this port dry. 
once known for its vibrant 
commercial activity and night 
life, lies on the verge of death 
from exhaustion. 

-The physical effe cts of an 
eight-year war with Iran, allied 
bombings during the war and 
what amounted to civil war 
afterwards have all left the city 
with around 60 per cent of the 
'population it had in 1979. 

At first sight it is also dear 
that the government in Bagh- 
dad has been guilty of not 
according the country's second 
' largest city its due. Assistance 
has not been forthcoming in 
any way proportional to the 
city's, needs, as is evident by 
the poor condition it is in. 

But it was the allied bomb- 
ings that have done the most 
damage to the city's ability to 
serve itself. While many com- 
munication, electricity and in- 
dustrial sites in Basra were 
downed by the allies, bridges 
and many residential areas 
were also hit. 

The salty water that flows 
out of the' few ups that still 
work cannot be desalinated be- 
cause the desalination plant 
has been destroyed. 

Bombed residential areas, 
proportionately greater in 
number than Baghdad's, were 
evidently not "surgically" des- 
troyed. Instead, entire neigh- 
bourhoods have caved in roofs. 
The number of casualties is not 
known and there seems to be 
no-one interested in estimating 
the damage or the number of 
victims. 

At the height of the econo- 
mic blockade. Basrans re- 
ceived relatively little help 
from supply stations in the 
central provinces and had to, 
survive off their own agricultu- 
ral produce. Much of what was 
needed in imports was being 
supplied through Iran, resi- 
dents say. 

One focal employee of the 
government, who is evidently 
critical of several of the poli- 
cies still being carried out. ex- 
plained the relationship be- 
tween Basra and the Iranians. 

“We did not want the war 
with Iran but we fought it 
because we are Iraqis. We 
fought and suffered more than 
the rest of Iraq. Some who 
would not fight for personal 
and religious reasons fled to 
Iran at the time. These same 
people made sure that we re- 
ceived much needed supplies 
during the economic sanction 
period from August to Janu- 
ary,” says Hassan, who re- 
quested that bis last name not 
be used. 

“Many of the young men 
from Basra who make up the 
lower ranks of the army died 
while retreating from Kuwait 
and many of those who came 
back were injured. They came 
back to a destroyed city and 
yet another defeat for Basra. 
Encouraged by the fslamic 
opposition in Iran, the revolt 
against Baghdad began," Has-, 
san says. 

Civil war 

According to Hassan, the 


resentment among the lower 
classes in Basra had been 
smoldering for over a decide 
and he believes the three-week 
civil war that raged in March 
could have been avoided had 
Baghdad shared its wealth 
mure equally with the southern 
provinces. 

“It is not an issue of Shiite 
versus Sunni: it is a class strug- 
gle between the centre and the 
south, he says insistently. 

Though the number of dead 
in Basra is still unknown, bul- 
let holes in many pans of the 
city, particularly in the poorer 
areas, attest to the intensity of 
the fighting that followed the 
war. 

Not only were bastions of 
the focal government and the 
Baath Party destroyed by the 
rebels, but many commercial 
centres were looted and 
hurned as well. While a certain 
percentage of the destruction 
certainly occurred during the 
crossfire between government 
forces and the rebels, the re- 
bels seem to be responsible for 
a fair share of (he damage. 

The bum t-out Koran school 
in the poor Husseini district was 
a major headquarters for the 
rebels. The women who hover 
in the district, dressed in the 
exclusive black abayas worn by 
all women in southern Iraq, 
say they fled to the countryside 
during the fighting. 

“The destroyers came from 
Iran. Our sons would never do 
this, our sons arc martyrs, our 
sons are nationalists, our sons 
are heroes" shouted one 
woman when asked who was 
responsible for the damage. 

While the young, and old 
men of Basra have certainly 
fallen martyr in one of the 
many battles fought during the 
last ten years, their “martyr- 
dom" is questioned by some 
those who remained in Basra 
during the disturbances say the 
local boys became vandals dur- 
ing the revolt. Both Hassan 
and George, a Christian 
businessman who also spoke 
on the condition of anonymity, 
say that the local boys return- 
ing from the war front were 
responsible for much of the 
destruction and in particular 
for the looting that spread 
through Basra like wildfire in 
the beginning of March. 

“We were so scared. I only 
got out of the house to get 
some food, we were living in 
fear." says George. 

“They did here what they 
did in Kuwait. They broke into 
stores and homes to loot and 
destroy,” he says. 

Hassan is quick to explain 
why the returning soldiers and 
a proportionate number of 
young men who joined the 
rebels in Basra and did the 
looting and the damage. 

“Their lives were meaning- 
less. They were thrown on the 
war front again and again. 
They came home to find their 
families and city increasingly 
poor and miserable. They were 
too poor to many and had 
little to live on but not enough 
to die either. They became 
savages, it was the natural con- 
clusion to such a state of 


affaire," Hassan says. 

While many locals admit that 
the hatred for Kuwaitis was 
only natural, because Kuwaitis 
and Saudis had used Basra as 
their haven for women and 
liquor, some criticise (he des- 
tructive methods used by the 
rebels. 

“J understand that the boys 
hated the Kuwaitis for using 
Basra as their brothel. 1 don’t 
understand why would they 
destroy their own city so badly, 
however.’* said one local mer- 
chant. “They seemed not to 
have an ideological basis as 
many have claimed,” he said, 
referring ro speculation by 
some that the rebels were 
motivated by Islamic revolu- 
tionary tendencies. 

No development aid 

Walking through Basra, it 
quickly becomes evident that 
the legendary city of Sinbad 
the sailor is suffering partly 
because of the well-known 
effect of central planning. In 
the economic planning theory . 
most prominently practised in 
South America, any area 
beyond a country's chosen cen- 
tre is almost ignored in receiv- 
ing a proportionate share of 
the country's wealth and de- 
velopmental assistance. 

When the city of 90 per cent 
Shiites awakes in the early 
hours of the morning to 
guarantee its own existence in 
4 0 degree temperature, the 
local souq opens its doors to 
those who can still afford to 
buy what they need at local 
market prices. 

For the majority, (hose who 
live off government coupons, 
life remains a daily struggle to 
just survive, as it has been for 
most of the last ten years. 

Foreign aid workers sitting 
at the Diafah Hotel, where 
electricity intermittently goes 
on and off, say that one of the 
most dangerous effects of the 
war is the lack of public sanita- 
tion and electricity services 
which would guarantee clean 
and drinkable water to the 
population. 

Communicable diseases, 
health workers say. are spread- 
ing fast. Children are the prim- 
ary but not the only victims. 
Medicines and the much- 
needed water purification tab- • 
lets are not available for all of 
the city’s 850,000 residents. 

According to one Dutch re- 
lief worker, the mortality rate 
among newborn babies in Bas- 
ra is as high as 15 per cent. 

Only a limited number of 
international humanitarian aid 
organisations, run by skeleton 
staff, are trying to alleviate the 
endless misery that the people 
in and around Basra are facing. 
While the government is still 
handing out rations to its 
citizens, the emergency situa- 
tion still prevailing in the city 
looks (ike it could continue 
forever. 

Playing dominoes at a popu- 
lar sidewalk cafe, one man 
claims that life has not changed 
for him since the (ast war. 

Between puffs of his water- 
pipe, another man says that the 
American bombing of Basra 
had made life much more diffi- 
cult than before because it had 
rendered the city incapable of 
giving its citizens the most 
basic services. “We have been 
cur off from the world. No 


telephones, no news, no water 
and no reconstruction said 
Khali! Mohsen, 50. 

Public opinion seems to dif- 
fer on what effect the last two 
wars have had on the people of 
Basra, with some insisting that 
their lives have not changed. 

The men interviewed all 
gave their ages at anywhere 
between 50 and 60, yet no-one 
looked younger than 70 or 75. 
The fast aging effect alone is an 
indicator of the stress the peo- 
ple of Basra have been ex- 
.periencing. 

According to one young 
government-affiliated Basra 
resident, life in Basra changed 
as a result of the war for some 
and not for others. 

With relatively little govern- 
ment funding for developmen- 
tal projects flowing into the 
city even before the Iran-Iraq 
war ten years ago. the city's 
commercial classes tried to 
take care of their own whenev- 
er government policy allowed 
for the free import-export 
transactions to take place un- 
hindered by bureaucracy. 

The result has been that the 
trickle down effect has never 
reached many of the impover- 
ished masses. Since feudal 
days, says Hassan. southern 
Iraq has had these impover- 
ished masses, many of whom 
originate in the villages around 
Basra. They went from being 
impoverished by feudal land- 
lords to being only slightly 
belter off under what the state 
called socialism, he says. 

The rich mercantile ■ classes, 
says Hassan. have not grown. 
They remain the same, Shiite 
and Christian and sometimes 
Armenian families that con- 
trolled the cities’ commercial 
life in the last century. But 
even the commercial sector of 
Basra looks impoverished 
beyond recognition. The gold 
and silver market is meager 
and the famous electricity 
street has a limited selection of 
second class electronic equip- 
ment and third class watches. 

While many young men from 
Basra served on the Kuwaiti 
front and admittedly did their 
share of looting, almost every- 
thing worth anything has gone 
to Baghdad. 

“There is no-one left ro buy 
anything from us," said an 
antiquities dealer in the old 
souq, of the city. “The foreign 
tourists disappeared with the 
Iran-Iraq war. The wealthy in 
Basra have left for Baghdad or 
abroad. Who will buy nice 
carpets, silver or gold?” he 
asks. 

Those who can afford to 
leave Basra are leaving for 
places where they believe life is 
more bearable. Meanwhile, 
the misery among the poor is 
on the rise. 

Officials in Baghdad say that 
once the economic sanctions 
are lifted, 65 per cent of the 
government budget will go to- 
wards developmental projects 
to include all parts of the coun- 
try. 

Observers in Basra believe 
•that if the central government, 
in Baghdad does not give Bas-. 
ra and other cities and rural 
areas in the south a more than 
proportionate amount of de- 
velopmental aid and effort, 
’another rebellion of the poor, 
in the south will be inevitable. 
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(Above) Basra’s Hus&elneh, the headquarter of the walls, indications of intense fighting against govern- 
rebefs in the early March revolt and (below meat troops (photo by Mariam Shabin). 
recently patched bnDet holes in the door and the 
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from the authorized distributor 

v - the best Arabic/English around 
v - always the latest release 
v - bug-free, virus-free 
v- professional support 
v - the right to upgrade to future versions 
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ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDIKG, . DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AHO 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAMAR&SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 



4 Rent 2 r Sale 

• Many Vidas and apartmentd 
are available for rent ancB 
sale - furnished or urrfur-f 
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available tor sale. 
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IstCircfe, Jabal Amman, near 
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l - ii :. 7M -Midnight 
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Amman’s 
'exclusive gill shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watche$,pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmdsani - Grindays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 
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CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
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Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p’m. 

v 6:30 ■ Midnight > 
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A Unique Australian Experience 
lr Jordan. 


AU Types Of Insurance; 

•MOTOR •AtOCAt 
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•FIRE •T1UVEL COUPON 

•PERSONAL ACCIDENT aENSBEERING 
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room-! 
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Lewis blazes to victory in 100m 


NEW YORK (AP) — A patient 
Carl Lewis blazed to an impress- 
ive victory in the men's 100 
metres and flamboyant Sandra 
Far; '.i -Patrick continued her 
dor.. nation of the women's 400- 
metre hurdles Saturday in the 
N -w York Games at Columbia 
.’versity's steamy Wien Sta- 
rt. 

lean while. Tony Dees upset 
eg Foster in the men’s 110- 
metre hurdles and Mary Slaney 
finished a badly beaten fifth in 
the women's S00 metres, won by 
Maria Mutola, a high school stu- 
.. ?nt from Mozambique. 

Lewis, the two-time Olympic 
gold medallist and former world 
re-.ord-hofder, waited through 
three false starts — one each by 
Lee McRae and Cubans Andres 
:rton and Jorge Luis Aguilera — 
and bis own customary slow start 
before charging into the lead 
after about 40 metres. 

He finished in a meet-record 
1 '.02 seconds, leading a 1-2-3 
sweep for the Santa Monica 
Track Club. Mike Marsh was 
second in 10.17 and Mark With- 
erspoon third in 10.21. 

McRae, who had set the meet 
record of 10.21 in 19S9. was last 
in the eight-man field Saturday in 
10 . 66 . 

“Today I felt like me again,” 
said Lewis, who looked much 
sharper than he did at the Athle- 
tic Congress' U.S. National 
Championships last month at 
New York. “I was prepared more 
technically than at TAC.'* 
Farmer- Patrick, who set' die 


American record of 53.37 in this 
meet in 1989. ran another strong 
race, docking 53.77. It was the 
seventh time she has broken 54 
seconds. 

Farmer-Patrick, wearing a 
flowing, red chiffon skirt over her 
regular racing uniform, and Kim 
Batten, the U.S. champion, were 
even coming off the eighth hur- 
dle. 

Then, the stronger and more 
experienced Farmer-Patrick took 
control and went on to win by 
about 14 metres, avenging her 
loss to Batten in last month's 
National Championships in New 
York. 

“I’m trying to add a little femi- 
nity — we need some excite- 
ment in track and field,” Farmer- 
Patrick said of her outfit. 

Batten finished second Satur- 
day in 55.06. 

The air temperature at the start 
of the meet was 95 degrees 
Fahrenheit (35 Celsius — it later 
reached 97 F (36 C) — with the 
field temperature at 120 F (49 C). 

Dees, who failed to make the 
U.S. team for the World Cham- 
pionships, beat all three members 
of the team in the 110 hurdles. 

The start of the race was mar- 
red by five false starts, but when 
it finally began. Dees was ready. 
He surged to the front im- 
mediately and led all they way in 
winning in 13.18, his personal 
best. The time made him the 
thrrd-fastest performer in the 
world this year, behind Britain’s 
Colin Jackson (13.09) and Foster 
(13.10). 


Foster, obviously irked by the 
rash of false starts, got off slowly 
and his late-race surge fell short. 
Foster, Che U.S. champion, 
finished second in 13.26. 

Mutola, 18, entering her senior 
year at Springfield High School, 
used a powerful kick to win the 
800 in 2 minutes, 0.22 seconds. 

Slaney, competing in her first 
800 since setting the American 
record in 1985, seized the lead at 
200 metres and held it until Mere- 
dith Rainey pafed her coming off 
the final curve. 

The weary and oft-injured 
Slaney not only was passed by 
Rainey and Mutola down the 
stretch but also by Celeste Halli- 
day and Joetta Clark, and wound 
up fifth in 2:01.28 — more than* 
four seconds off her U.S. record 
of 1:56.90. 

Jim Spivey, who also failed to 
make the U.S. team for the 
World Championships, continued 
his recent string of strong per- 
formances, romping to victory in 
the mile in 3:52.74. 

Danny Everett, the" fourth- 
place finisher in the men's 400 at 
the U.S. Championships, took 
the 200 in 20.13, making him the 
fourth-fast est performer of the 
year. 

Other men's winners included 
Danny Harris in the 400 hurdles 
in 49.45; Andrew Vaimon in the 
400 in 45.04; Llewellyn Starks in 
the long jump at 26 feet. 11 
inches; Johnny Gray in the 800 in 
1:46.00; Kory Tarpenning in the 
pole vault at 18-4; Brian Diemer 
in the 3,000-metre steeplechase in 






Seles, Capriati to meet 
in Pathmark tennis final 




steps up 
World Cup 


Korean breaks Student 
Games marathon record 


WASHINGTON (AP) — From 
Boston to Hawaii and Seattle to 
Miami, 27 urban hotbeds of soc- 
cer are competing to host match- 
es in the 1994 World Cup soccer 
championship, the globe's largest 
single-sport tournament. 

The U.S. organisers cited these 
numbers this week in Washington 
to emphasise growing American 
interest in the tournament. They 
want the U.S. Congress to autho- 
rise the minting of commemora- 
tive coir" to help finance die 
month-2-; ag, 52-match tourna- 
ment. 

The delegation included Pele 
of Brazil, regarded as the greatest 
soccer star of all time, die co- 
chairmen of World Cup USA 
1994, Inc., and Shannon Higgins, 
a member of the U.S. national 
women's team that will compete 
in the first women’s World Cup in 
China in November. 

“It has been a privilege, and I 
say that very humbly, to have 
been a small par* of helping 
soccer conquer America.” said 
Pele. 

Since he interrupted his retire- 
ment in 1975 to play for the New 
York Cosmos of the defunct 
North American Soccer League, 
Pele said the number of people 
playing soccer in the United 
States has increased tenfold, to 16 
million people. 


SHEFFIELD, England (AP) — 
South Korea’s Yung-Jo Whang 
sliced 1 minute 53 seconds off the 
World University Games record 
Sunday when he won the men’s 
marathon. 

Whang covered the distance in 
2 hours, 12 minutes, 40 seconds 
to beat the 2:1433 Hungarian 
Tibor Baier set at Dtrisbeig, Ger- 
many two years ago. 

The women’s gold went to 
Japan's Miyako Iwai in 236:27. 

In the pool, American freestyl- 
er Jenny Boyd set a new games 
record in the 50 metres heats but 
lost it four minutes later. 

The 23-year-old Goodwill 
Games silver medallist docked 
26.11 to slice 0.13 second off tbe 
4-year-okl mark countrywoman 
Ann Drolsom set in Zagreb, 
Yugoslavia. 

But in the next heat, China's 
world record-holder Yang Wcnyi 
swam 26.03 to beat Boyd's mark. 

Frenchmen Stephan Caron 
completed a unprecedented 
sweep of the fr e e styl e swimming 
gold medals at the World Uni- 
versity Games Saturday, adding 
the 50-metre title to Us victories 
in the 100 and 200 metres. 

Slow off die block, tbe Olym- 
pic 100-metre bronze medallist 
surged past Germany's ' Robert 
Pufleb in the last 20 metres to win 
in 22.97 seconds. 

Only Romanian Naomi Lung, 
who won four golds at Zagreb, 
Yugoslavia four years ago, has 
won more. Two of her gold med- 
als came from the individual med- 
leys. 


Pufleb was .18 seconds behind 
Caron with Poland's Krzysztof 
Cwalma and American Eric Harn 
sen sharing the bronze after 
finishing in a dead heat at 23.20. 

American swimmers Raymond 
Carey and Brian Gunn finished 
1-2 in the 200 butterfly and col- 
lected the silver and bronze be- 
hind Canadian Deke Botsford in 
tbe 100 backstroke. 

The quartet of Barbara Bed- 
ford, Katherine Hedman, Kristin 
Stoudt, Melanie Morgan won die 
400 medley relay for the Amer- 
ican team ahead of Canadians 
Manoo Simard, Guylaine 
Cloutier, Deborah Gaudin and 
Andrea Nugent. 

Chinese world champion swim- 
mer lin Li broke one of Lung's 
games records in winning the 
women’s 200 individual medley 
and the highly rated U.S. men's 
basketball team rallied to beat 
Spain 74-71 in die quarterfinals. 

The big let down was athletics, 
which started with a series of big 
name no-shows. 

Triple jump world record hol- 
der Inessa Kravets; Brazilian 
Robson Da Silva, die 1989 World 
Cup champion at 200 metres; 
Soviet Igor Astapkovich, the de- 
fending European champion in 
the hammer throw, and Nigerian 
sprinter Olapade Adeniken all 
failed to appear as scheduled. 

The first gold at the Don Val- 
ley Track Stadium went to Amer- 
ican Ken Flax, who heaved the 
hammer 76.46 metres (250 feet- 
10 inches) on his last throw to 
overtake Soviet Valeri Gubkin. 


Carl Lewis 

8:32.77; and Alex Zalianskas of 
Canada in the high jump at 7-7. 
Cuba won the 400 relay in 39.44. 

The other women’s winners 
included Gwen Torrence in the 
100 in 11.00; Kim McKenzie in 
the 100 hurdles in 12.94; Rochelle 
Stevens in the 400 in 50.97; Mar- 
garets Keszeg of Romania in the 
3,000 in 8:54.90; Angie Bradbum 
in the high jump at 6-2; and 
Svetlana Rogova of the Soviet 
Union in the 2,000-metre stee- 
plechase in 6:55.24. 


Agassi, Korda 
reach 

Washington 

final 

WASHINGTON (AP) — De- 
fending champion and top seed 
Andre Agassi needed just over an 
hour to defeat Jaime Yzaga of 
Peru 6-3, 6-2 and advance to the 
final of die Sovran Bank Classic. 

Agassi defeated the sixth- 
seeded Yzaga in 66 minutes. He 
will face 12th seed Petr Korda of 
Czechoslovakia in Sunday’s final. 
Korda advanced with a 6-2, 6-4 
victory over Markus Zoecke of 
Germany Saturday. 

“It doesn't matter who is the 
opponent. I'll go out to play my 
game,” Korda said before Agas- 
si’s victory. "It doesn't matter if I 
play Andre, or if Jaime beats 
him, I'm going to enjoy it." 

Yzaga was rattled by a line call 
during his second service game. 
Trailing 15-30, a call went against 
him and he proceeded to lose 
nine of the next ten points. Agas- 
si was not in serious trouble the 
nest of the way. 

“The scores haven't been chal- 
lenging, " said Agassi, who has 
not lost a set in nine matches over 
two years here. “But I always 
have something I want to do out 
there that challenges me. I was 
winning easily, but it has to do 
with my level of play. If nothing 
else, I just try going for shots that 
people wouldn’t think of." 

The final will be Agassi's first 
match of the tournament played 
in daylight. 


MAHWAH, NJ. (AP) — The 
pathmark Tennis Classic got wfaat 
it wanted: Monica Seles and Jen- 
nifer Capriati in its final. 

It came, however, only after 
Kathy Rinaldi had almost ruined 
Seles 1 much publicised return to 
tennis after skipping Wimbledon 
because of shin splints and a 
stress fracture in her left leg. 

Rinaldi., ranked 72nd, ex- 
tended Seles to three sets Satur- 
day night before dropping a 6-2, 
2-6, 6-1 decision to the world's 
top-ranked player. 

“The leg is fine, but you can 
see I am not in the form I want to 
be in,” said Seles, who after the 
match announced she would not 
represent Yugoslavia in die Fed- 
eration Cup in England, starting 
Monday. 

“In the second set, I had a few 
bad steps,” she said. “Tbe leg 
was tired. I have to be careful.” 

The victory put Seles into the 
final against Capriati, who defe- 
ated Peanut Louie-Harper 6-4, 
6-4 Saturday afternoon. 

“I’ve played Jennifer a lot and 
we always put on a good show,” 
said Seles, who had not lost a set 
in her first two matches here. 

Seles, 17, looked like she 
would advance in straight sets as 
bad tbe 15-year-old Capriati. But 
Rinaldi changed those plans in 


the second set, running down 
every Seles shot and prompting 
theJYugoslav into several un- 
forced errors. 

“In the second set, the biggest 
thing was she broke me,” Seles 
said after the 1-hour, 33-minute 
match. “I lost my concentration 
after that and she served several 
good games. Tbe third set I con- 
trolled a little more.” 

Seles looked slow and tired at 
times in the second set, but not in 
die third. Sbe held serve in tbe 
opening game to restore her con- 
fidence as well as her lead, then 
used a combination of moon 
balls, two-banded forehands and 
backhands to jump to a 5-0 lead. 

Rinaldi, 24, managed to hold at 
love in the sixth game and force a 
deuce in the seventh before Seles 
won tbe final two points. 

Capriati, who lost last year’s 
final here to Steffi Graf in three 
sets, struggled against Harper, 
who at 30 is twice her age. 

There were times when the 
opening set was up for grabs, but 
it swung Capriati's way on a bad 
call in the eighth game. 

Harper was leading 4-3 and the 
score was tied 30-30 when Cap- 
riati appeared to hit a ball long. 
Harper watched the ball bounce 
and didn’t bother to return it. 


Seles likely to be forgotten 
as Federation Cup begins 


NOTTINGHAM, England (R) 
— Absent world number one 
Monica Seles could find herself 
swiftly forgotten when tbe lead- 
ing nations in the 1991 Federation 
Cup swing into action Monday. 

Seles withdrew from the 
Yugoslavian team 36 hours be- 
fore the scheduled start, saying 
she was still suffering from a leg 
injury, but organisers of the 56- 
nation tournament are still boast- 
ing a duster of leading players. 

Wimbledon champion Steffi 
Graf, 15-year-old American Jen- 
nifer Capriati and Spain’s Arant- 
xa Sanchez Vicario will all play — 
each keen to make the most of a 
rare chance to represent their 
countries. 

The strong U.S. team featuring 
Capriati, Mary Joe Fernandez, 
Zina Garrison and Gigi Fernan- 
dez are favourites to win the 
event and maintain a fine Amer- 
ican tradition. 

Defending the trophy they won 
in Atlanta last year, the Amer- 
icans have lifted the title 14 times 
in its 28-year history. Australia is 
the next most successful nation 
with seven wins. 

Despite that imposing record, the 
Spanish team, based around 
Sanchez and Conchita Martinez, 


are seeded number one on tbe 
basis of combined world rank- 
ings. 

Germany, spearheaded by the 
impressive combination of Graf 
and the promising Ankc Huber, 
is seeded second with the Amer- 
icans third. 

After three days of qualifying 
matches Monday’s main draw in- 
cludes 32 countries. 

Matches will consist of two 
singles matches and a doubles, a 
prospect which Seles decided was 
too daunting. 

The Yugoslav Tennis Federa- 
tion will have to pay a fine of 
$2,000 for her late withdrawal 
and Seles’ decision may also 
make her ineligible to compete in 
next year’s Barcelona Olympics. 

An International Tennis Fed- 
eration spokeswoman said they 
had “not been losing any sleep” 
over Seles’ behaviour and orga- 
nisers are hopeful crowd figures 
will not be affected by her non- 
appearance. 

The newly-constructed main 
court at the city of Nottingham 
Tennis Centre seats 6,000 specta- 
tors and was booked out for the 
opening ceremony conducted by 
the Princess of Wales. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 




'No, I’ve never had any heart 
disease...except for love.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

• i«|i TiajbfV ‘.wxq >r«r. Ine 


TARE THE PERCENTAGE PLAY 


Both vulnerable. East deals. 

NORTH 

* Q J 8 2 

~ Q J 8 4 

8 7 

* 8 5 4 

WEST EAST 

*10 * K 9 7 6 4 

10 6 2 
KQ.JI0U52 9 4 3 
♦J 10 2 +AQ96 

SOUTH 

* A 5 3 

' A K 9 7 5 3 
A 

*K73 
The bidding: 

East South West North 

Pass l 3 Pass 

4* Dbl 5 5 -7 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of I- 
fl you ore in an ■'imptBisible” con- 
tract. ny to rind a lie of the cards 
that will permit you to get home. If 
you find one. play as if it exists. 

North's actions were completely 
inconsistent. Had he wanted to bid. 
North should have done so over the 
three diamond preempt. To bid at 
the five-level, even alter partner had 
shown a pood hand, was rather 
risky. At duplicate, there might be 
■some justification: at rubber bridge, 
it's lunacy — North -SouLh could 
have netted 500 comfortable paints 
front a double. Incidentally, note 
East* bid or four clubs. Instead of 
simply raising to four diamonds. 


which was East's intent, the bid ac- 
complished that while showing 
where East's strength was located. 

West led the king of diamonds, 
and declarer realized a lot of luck 
was going to be needed to land the 
contract. Besides finding the ace of 
clubs und king of spades onside. 
South wuuld have to engineer an 
endplay. as welL 

There were two distributions that 
would permit that- West had to hold 
either a singleton ten or nine of 
spades, or ten-nine douhleton. Since 
the former was twice «s likely as the 
latter, declarer opted for that lie. 

After winning the ace of dia- 
monds. declarer crossed to the 
queen of hearts and led the queen of 
spades. East covered, declarer won 
and was delighted to see West's ten. 
South returned to dummy with the 
jack of trumps, and the fact that 
West held two trumps reinforced 
declarer's suspicion that the ten of 
spades was singleton. Dummy's re- 
maining diamond was ruffed and a 
heart to the eight served as the entry 
fur a club lead. East played low and, 
when the king won, declarer wax 
almost home. South exited with a 
club and did nnt mind which de- 
fender won the third club. West 
would be forced to yield a ruff-and- 
sluff. East would have to either do 
the same or else lead A spade away 
from the nine into dummy's jack- 

eight Lenace- 


HOROSCOPE : ; . 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY JULY 'j 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll. Rigtm fait* d^! 


p ro ving your usual ■ faife 

things and to show yoaarirtfcone 
able to be efficient. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
beautiful day to accept an oppor- 
tunity now present to. use your 
additional vitality and that clever 
ynd ingenious idea you have been 
saving for just the f ight moment to 
spring on associates. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Pay 
those obligations of all kinds 
whether they be business, personal 
or governmental and get behind 
,you every single responsibility dial 
calls. 

TAURUS: -(April 20 to May 20) 
Whatever you wish to do to arrive 
at a better understanding with 
partners is fine so let them know 
just what you will do to make your 
relationship better. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) This 
is yon moment to pitch in at the 
projects feeing yon and to do it 
with sqch enthusiasm and energy 
that ail tasks a re behind you. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You are able to see the 
best manner in which to have a 
good tune and retrieve your sag- 
ging spirits so that yon have more 
energy. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is 
the time to make sure you do what 
those who are so dose to you want 
instead of making those perpetual 
changes based on your will. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have the best ideas you 
have had for sometime about im- 


r jurat (September 23 tb~ October 
22) You can jncreakhroig' fanMSfr 
and find the right oadmby^hjch 
to have more money, 
when you need k so be jascEiai, 
cfown to earth. ' 

SCORPIO: (October23 to Jicwen^ 
ber 21) Yon now.meTaWfrhefini’ 
the answers of a personal 
that are importanT foSbu Wh™*: 


your personal desire* to ^’atten- 
tion of all contacts- - 7 / ;." -• 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 32 to 
December 21) Whateyciv jfa. 
would like to uncover tfar • 

of any situation is fine nbwsoddve 
into the mysterious-*#; geL$. 
solved. . Oi-r' 

CAPRICORN: (Deceotbttlz'fo 
January 20) Your nfiwf foar soint 
happy times with a good friend, hy 


be put in motion abd^priimK 
made towards penoidjuqGjM4 
AQUARIUS: (January 2fra Fetrni : 
ary 19) Be sure you keep' an eydori 
whatever is public in its nature, tits! 
you are now doing so you makcoo/ 
mistakes and develop a. h^ repu&r 
tion. ' . 

HSCES: (February- 20 : fe_ : Mwds 
20) You have so many ingenious 

and clever new thoughes yoa would 

be wise to pursue just how.youcan 
put them in motion to achieve 
good results. • 


Your Birth Stone is goodfftir 

★nL 

you. Wear it with pride. 


j** 

i World Resources- Dajani & Co. Inc 
w Jewelers- Gems 


Jewelers- Gems 
Amman- Rio De Janeiro 
Amman- Amra Hotel- 6th. circle. 



THAT SCRAM8L£D WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lea 


U nsc ram ble these four Jumble^ 
• one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


AGMOD 


KEJYR 


LISWEY 


SABDUR 



Now arrange the circled letters to • 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by tbe above cartoon. - 


Saturday's 


™ m mii 

(Answers tomorrow! 

Jumbles: FOIST ESSAY ASTRAY BUBBLE 

Answer He efimbed out of Ns "status quo” tn order to 
improve this— HIS STATUS 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Virginia L Yates 


ACROSS 
1 — homo 1 
5 Occurrence 
10 Crupper 

14 Morse code 
oashes 

15 At no time 

16 Appeal 

17 Hurry-up loners 

18 Clean lor got 
20 Ballerina 

Hayden 

22 Oppressors 

23 Author Kesey 

24 Wonders why 

25 Chair 

29 Tub washing 

31 First — 

32 Less wordy 
34 Repeat 

38 Toe woe 
ao Added one's 
John Hancock. 

41 — yourself * 

42 Bark cloth 

43 Trawls 

45 Zodiac beast 

46 Gabs 
48 Put m 

50 Dip or bake 

precede/ 

52 Bern's river 

53 Avoided 

56 Supporter of 
one's country 
60 Noted in a way 

62 Pool Pound 

63 Entreat 
earnestly 

64 Had u> mind 

65 Doyen 

66 Lost power 

67 Bender 

68 Chances 

DOWN 

1 Kind of cheese 
■2 Example . 

3 Posted 
* Spots 

5 Remnants 

6 — Cruz 

7 Gloaming 

fl Salamander 
9 Shallow w 

receptacle 

10 Got w« 


aoal 


§■■■ aBHUiMUK 
aauan annaS 
L_ 9 bb anal 

liinaa aaii I 


anaiiS 
aaii an 

laaaaaaa aauSaa 


t1 5?J. T, ® un * **•«*• Somes* fnc. 

M BoM* Rmnu 


it Platform Hem 

12 Lets 

13 Rattles on 
19 Spotted tot 
21 Cither 

25 Over 

26 TusHnghamor 
Gam 

27 Ben franklin ter 
one 

28 Sea birds 

29 Geoffrey — of 
fashion 

30 “As You Like If 
forest 

33 Enjoy Aspen 
33 Uke some old 
movies now 

36 Speeds 

37 Indian 

39 In a Slate of ' 

dqutttbrfum 
44 Vamoose 
47 Hawks 1 arena 

49 Cuy on ms Bo 

Grande 

50 Fr. darting 


s Puzzle Safes 


mm 

nnrJKK 

nrarauH Finnan nm 

nunnnrannnn mm 

HU HU I 

nrannnra nnnni 

rararann nnnra nm 

nmmSO 0 ttnnni 
nrannii nmnn 

nnnn 

SEER ranm 
ran™ Hftw 

nnofi ft ftnn cirai 


51 Forward rush- 

sssats, 

55 Weighty 


» t-ontferous tree 61 Patriot 


57CKp1n 
58 Towanj 
mouth 
69 Hose fy 
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Finaot^jaf - Xhnes 

Markets - : «** - 

Cairo Amman Bank 


nr 


i*7 



M n m 1 1 hTuJ 


rai^ylS^ July 19 , 1991) 


AFTER losing two per ocm of its vafae tinder die impact of one of the 
■- 5®® 1 aggressive concerted central bank interventions on Friday July 

I2th, ihe U.S. currency lost a farther rwo per ceal during the second half 
text week. Tbedoliar had regained s ome ground on Monday and 
Tuesday, as deajets Qincd whh its inside encouraged by healthy LLS. 

data and positive coaaeon about die U.S. ec o nomy by the 
■ Rttww ttatfmaa. Wednesday, however, witnessed a change in 

dollar sentiment; which snowballed during die rest of the week »kng 
the U.S. c urrency to its lowest levdb m the end of the week. 

Hie dollar recovered .some of its value, mainly apwia the mark, 
Monday a* interbank and corporate dealers seized the opportunity to 
• ch e ap dofl tra. after its drop at the cod of the previous week. Yet, 
- fearo f a farther round of central bank intervention prevented the dollar 
from rebounding sharply. Observers mai ntamed rbat the impact of the 
njtervcntion was otroog eno ugh to (knit the market's reaction to the 
better than exp ect ed U.S. data on Capacity Utilisation and Industrial 
Production released during the day. Sterling declined temporarily, on 
the other hand,reflectinga base rate cut by the Bank of England by 0.5 
per cent to efcveo per ccol 

- T ^ Sy witnessed a further dollar rise, as the U.S. currency reached 
1 eta h ig hest levels of the week against European currencies. closing at 
1.8005 marts and at 1 .6420 dotiarc ro the sterling pound. The dollar was 
supported by comments by the Federal Reserve chairman, who was 
quoted as saying that there are "... compelling signs that the (U.S.) 
receanon is over and that a modest recovery has begun.” Nevertheless, 
fear of intervention by central banks remained intact, and 1.80 marks 
' proved to be iasormountaMe. 

Having faged to breac h re ac ta nce at 1.80 marks early in the week. 
doHar sentiment tamed bearish Wednesday. A wave of unwinding of 
long dollar posmoro enured, e sp ec ia lly after the Bundesbank sold 
da&are in the open market. Corporate demand provided support for the 
dollar at 1.7850 marks, h ow e ve r. 

T e chn i c al "doHar selling against European currencies continued 
Thursday, as unwinding of long positions turned imp stop-loss selling, 
although the U.S. currency etimbed to its highest levels of the week 
against the yen dating at 137.65 yen jo the dollar. The doHar drop was 
accentuated by comments from U.S. Treastgy Secretary Nicholas Brady 
on the possibility of the Federal Reserve cutting interest raxes again, 
should inflation remain low while the U-S. economic recovery oon- 
tinoes, whereas yen sentiment turned negative on news that the 
Japanese Ministry of Finance bad reopened its investigation into the 
.financial scandaTsiKToundingthe four major Japanese securities houses. 

. - Friday witnessed further doHar Getting activity, as the U.S. currency 
broke through several support bevels, to dose at 1.7475 marks, 136.41 
H-ycn and 1.6945 dottan to the pound sterling. The butte of dollar selling 
continued to be against (he mark, which gained ground against the yen 
docifig at 78.06 yen, compared to 76.22 yen at the end of the previous 
week. The Genian currency was supported by the Group of Seven 
pledge to bdp President Gorbachev in hu attempts to refonn the Soviet 
economy. It drew farther support from expectations of a possible 
I’ interest rate increase -by the Bundesbank in the near future. 

As for tins week, some observes maintained that technical factors 
- will continue to direct exchange rates as dollar sentiment remains 
-bearish in the short- run. Accordingly, -some maintained that the dollar 
. could decline to 1.72 marks, while the next support level could be as low 
- as L69 marks, if 1-72 marks is breat&ed. 

New York Closing Rates for Major Currencies Against 
the UJS. Dollar 
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Storm over BCCI 
global crisis seen 
subsiding in Jordan 


By P.V. Vivefcanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Hie storm over the 
international collapse of the Bank 
of Credit and Commerce Interna- 
tional S.A. (BCCI) appears to 
have subsided on the local scene, 
with most local depositors 
assured that they will not lose 
their money and the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) holding 
intense consultations over the fu- 
ture of the Jordanian branches of 
the scandal-plagued institution. 

CBJ assurances that BCCI 
holdings and assets in Jordan are 
sufficient to cover deposits and 
permission for limited withdraw- 
als from BCCI accounts have had 
a positive effect on the bank’s 
clients, although many depositors 
are anxious to withdraw their 
entire deposits, banking circles 
said. 

Account holders have with- 
drawn about JD 13 million — 50 
per cent of it in foreign currency 
accounts — from the three BCCI 
branches in Jordan since they 
reopened July 9 after a three-day 
closure prompted by the seizure 
of the Luxembourg-based bank 
by European governments, BCCI 
Regional Manager Fakhri Bil- 
beisi said Sunday. 

The withdrawals were permit- 
ted under CBJ guidelines which 
said account holders with a ba- 
lance of upto JD 1,000 could get 
all their money and others could 
get JD 1,000 and 25 per cent of 
the balance pending a final deci- 
sion on the fate of the BCCI 
branches in the Kingdom. 

A CBJ-appointed administra- 
tive committee is managing the 
bank's affairs in Jordan. 


“There is no panic among our 
customers,'* said Mr. Bilbeisi. 
“Some of them are taking their 
time for withdrawals, but sooner 
or later they will want the hill 
amount as permitted,'* he told 
the Jordan Times. 

Mr. Bilbeisi and senior banking 
sources said there was no ques- 
tion over the solvency of the 
BCCI branches in Jordan since 
almost all of their foreign curren- 
cy deposits had been transferred 
to che CBJ before the interna- 
tional operations of BCCI col- 
lapsed with the seizure of its 
assets in Europe on July 5. 

Deposits with BCCI in Jordan 
in foreign currency were said to 
be equivalent to JD 29 million 
and in local currency at around 
JD 36 million prior to July 5. 

In addition, all assets of the 
Jordanian branches of BCCI are 
within Jordan, Mr. Bilbeisi said. 

No figures were available on 
outstanding dues by debtors to 
the BCCI in Jordan, bat banking 
officials said all large lending 
transactions were closely moni- 
tored by the CBJ under stipula- 
tions introduced since the col- 
lapse of Petra Bank in 1988, 
ensuring that there would only be 
very minimal bad debts. 

Reports from London indi- 
cated that part of the. bank's local 
credits in various countries had 
the diems' international deposits 
with BCCI as collateral for over- 
draft and lending arrangements. 
The volume of such credits ex- 
tended by the BCCI branches in 
Jordan was not immediately 
known, but banking sources said 
it was not of any large signifi- 
cance. 

Meanwhile, banking experts 


Survey finds reforms 
vital to avoid 
stagflation in India 



NEW DELHI (R) — India must 
introduce structural reforms to 
avoid "stagflation," the govern- 
ment said in an economic survey. 

The economic survey said the 
economy had been battered by a 
balance of payments crisis, big 
budget deficits and double-digit 
inflation. 

"Credible structural reforms 
designed to improve the efficien- 
cy and productivity of resource 
use is an inescapable necessity, if 
the unavoidable fiscal adjustment 
is not to lead to stagflation," the 
200-page report said. 

Stagflation is a combination of 
industrial recession and high in- 
flation. 

The Congress government of 
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao has moved quickly to try to 
revive an economy burdened with 
a $71 billion foreign debt. 

It devalued the rupee by 19 per 
cent against the dollar, enacted 
sweeping reforms to a restrictive 
trade regime, pledged substantia] 
amounts of its gold reserves to 
raise overseas loans, and prom- 
ised to overhaul the state- 
dominated industrial sector. 

India's gross national product 
(GNP) rose about five per cent in 


Riyadh announces gold find 

NICOSIA (R) — Gold has been found southwest of the Saudi capital 
Riyadh, the Saudi Press Agency has reported. 

It said Petroleum and Mineral Resources Minister Hishara Nazer 
briefed a cabinet meeting on the find at Hamdah. Sheikh Nazer said 
he did not yet have foil details of the discoveiy. 

Saudi Arabia's second gold mine, in AI Qasim district northwest of 
Riyadh, started production last month. 

The kingdom, the world's biggest oil exporter, has been exploiting 
other resources to diversify its income. 
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Kuwait says foreign banks 
clamouring to lend it money 


the financial year that ended in 
March 1991, compared with 5.2 
per cent the year before, the 
survey said. 

Inflation measured by the con- 
sumer price index was 13.6 per 
cent against 6.6 in the previous 
year. 

"This higher rate of inflation is 
also a cause for concern because 
the price increase has been huge 
in the case of several esential 
commodities," it said. 

The budget deficit in 1990-91 
rose to 107.72 billion rupees from 
105.92 billion the previous year. 
The deficit would have to be 
brought down to 6.5 per cent of 
GNP in the new budget from its 
current 8.3 per cent, the survey 
said. 

Diplomats said the deficit re- 
duction was a key condition laid 
down by the International 
Monetary Fund before it will give 
India a $2 billion loan, expected 
by October. 

"Both the Gulf crisis and 
domestic political developments 
affected confidence abroad in the 
Indian economy. It became more 
difficult to borrow in internation- 
al capital markets," the survey 
said. 


■Fakhri Bilbeisi 
said, several options remained 
open for the CBJ to handle the 
BCCI branches in Jordan. 

“They could transfer the 
license to another existing bank 
or a new entity without raising 
the number of banks in the King- 
dom," said one expert. “They 
could find buyers for BCCI on 
the local scene or they could 
merge it with another large 
Jordanian bank," he said. 

The CBJ, under the guidance 
of Governor Mohammad Saeed 
Al Nabulsi, is known to favour 
and advocate timiting the number 
of banks in Jordan through volun- 
tary mergers. 

Liquidation of BCCI in Jordan 
is another option facing the CBJ, 
but the expert opinion of bankers 
in the Kingdom is that such a step 
would be the last resort for the 
Central Bank. 

"It is doubtful that CBJ would 
order the liquidation of the bank 
since all indications are that the 
institution is more or less in a 
strong situation on the local 
scene," said an economic analyst. 

“The international course of 
events related to BCCI will have 
a major bearing on the CBJ's 
decision, although no step taken 
on the international level against 
BCCI is applicable in Jordan 
since all banks in Jordan — 
whether international or other- 
wise — are governed only by 
Jordanian banking regulations," 
said a senior official at a large 
local bank. 


Crime expert 
warns of 
Soviet ‘mafia’ 
taking control 
of economy 

MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
interior ministry has said that 
black market dealers could con- 
trol up to 40 per cent of the 
economy in the next few years. 
The shadow economy’s turnover 
this year was estimated at be- 
tween 1 10 and 130 billion roubles 
($180 and $220 billion at the 
official exchange rate) by the 
ministry's top organised crime 
expert, Alexander Gurov. "In 
the next few years ... organised 
crime could control about 30 to 
40 per cent of the country's gross 
national product," he told a brief- 
ing, according to the official 
TASS news agency. Mr. Gurov 
said a 2,500-strong interior minis- 
try force was operating in 10 of 
the 15 Soviet republics “to neut- 
ralise the mafia dans and their 
corrupt protectors." Soviet police 
believe more than 5,000 orga- 
nised crime groups of various 
sizes are operating in the country. 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait says 
international banks are clamour- 
ing to offer it money following its 
decision to borrow billions of 
dollars on world capital markets 
to finance post-Gulf war recon- 
struction. 

Kuwait did not want to borrow 
the full $33 billion authorised by 
the emir last week. Finance 
Minister Nasser Al Rodhan was 
quoted Sunday as saying in the Al 
Watan newspaper. 

He put planned borrowing at 
less than seven billion Kuwaiti 
dinars ($23 billion). 

“Many offers have come to us 
from big financial institutions and 
at very attractive rates of interest 
and lower than those offered to 
other corporations and coun- 
tries." he told the daily. 

Kuwait, its oil industry left in 
tatters by the Iraqis, last week put 
a ceiling of 10 billion dinars ($33 
billion) on its post-war borrow- 
ing. 

“We set this ceiling so that we 
need not resort to amending the 
law (to authorise more.) if the 
need arose. But the need will 
definitely be lower than the ceil- 
ing,” Sheikh Rodhan said. 

He said Kuwait, had decided 
against dumping its 5100 billion 
plus foreign investments because 
of the impact such a move would 
have on world equity markets. 

"The Kuwait Investment Au- 
thority has begun surveying mar- 
kets around the world to borrow 
money. These funds will be made 


available to finance the proposed 
budget for 1991-92 and other 
financial commitments that arose 
as a result of the Iraqi occupation 
and part of the costs of liberating 
the country," Sheikh Rodhan 
said. 

Kuwait, deprived of its major 
income, needs cash to finance its 
budget, post-Gulf war recon- 
struction and pay for the war 
efforts of the U.S. -led military 
alliance. 

Iraqi soldiers set fire to up to 
600 Kuwaiti oil wells, most of 
which are still burning. 

Kuwait was capable of produc- 
ing two million barrels of oil a day 
before the Aug. 2 invasion.. It is 
now pumping about 140,000 bar- 
rels for domestic consumption. 

The finance minister said 
Kuwait's economy would im- 
prove when oil revenues started 
rolling in by the end of the year. 

“Our situation will improve 
when we start oil production," he 
said. 

Earlier this month it was re- 
ported that a select group of 
banks was expected to be asked 
to agree $2 to $3 billion in credit, 
the first tranche in the emirate's 
planned fund-raising drive. 

The reports said the credit 
would be tightly held by the 
banks in the group since they did 
not wish to dilute their lucrative 
relationship with Kuwait by dis- 
tributing the credit to competi- 
tors. 

The finance minister also said 







Nasser Al Rodhan 

that the budget for the year up to 
June 1992, delayed because of the 
Gulf crisis, will be ready in 
September. 

The minister told the newspap- 
er the government did not want 
spending in the financial year 
1991/92 to go beyond the $11.4 
billion originally forecast for 
1990/91. 

Kuwait budgets run from July 1 
to June 30 the next year. 

The 1990/91 budget, presented 
in July last year, was interrupted 
by the war. 

“It is difficult to give a final 
figure for the budget because it is 
still being prepared. We will uy 
as much as possible not to allow 
the budget of this year to exceed 
last year's" Sheikh Rodhan said 
in the interview. 


Smaller Japanese securities 
join big 4 brokerage scandal 


TOKYO (R) — Japan s broker- 
age scandal spread at the 
weekend to include at least four 
medium-sized security houses 
which improperly compensated 
special clients for stock market 
losses, newspapers reported Sun- 
day. 

New Japan Securities Co-Ltd., 
Kankaku Securities Co. Ltd., 
Kokusai Securities Co. Ltd., and 
Wako Securities Co. Ltd. are 
suspected of covering client losses 
of 20 billion yen (S147 million), 
said the reports in several major 
dailies. 

The reports, attributed to gov- 
ernment and securities sources, 
said the compensation covered a 
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period between October 1987 and 
March 1990. 

Finance ministry officials 
spearheading the brokerage scan- 
dal investigation are expected to 
summon the chief executives of 
the newly implicated firms for 
questioning this week, the reports 
said. 

An official reached Sunday 
could not comment on the reports 
that about 20 small and medium- 
sized brokerages might eventual- 
ly be involved. 

The country's four biggest 
securities houses — Nomura 
Securities Co. Ltd., Nikko Secur- 
ities Co. Ltd., Daiwa Securities 
Co. Ltd., and Yamaichi Secur- 
ities Co. Ltd. — have already 
admitted compensating a total of 
229 customers over the same two- 
and-a-half-year period. 

The compensation, totalling 
some 126.8 billion yen ($932.4 


million), was made available only 
to the most favoured customers 
after stock market declines. 

Nomura and Nikko also admit- 
ted lending money to the 
Inagawa-Kai, Japan's second 
largest crime syndicate, and that 
their affiliates had bought mem- 
berships in a golf dub run by the 
syndicate. The presidents of both 
Nomura and Nikko resigned last 
. month after the disdosures. 

Japan’s finance ministry is pre- 
paring to slap stringent controls 
on the securities industry. 

Vice Finance Minister Hiroshi 
Yasuda said Friday his agency 
would present a bill to parliament 
io August to ban stock-loss com- 
pensation. Although brokerages 
are barred by a securities law 
from promising to cover clients’ 
losses there is no provision to 
actually ban compensation after- 
ward. 


FOR 

Two-bedroom apartment in Abdoun area, near the 
Orthodox Club. 

Call 815672 


Learn Arabioln 90 Days 

Private lessons in Arabic language for non-Arab 
speakers in both spoken and classical forms starting 
Saturday, Aug. 10, 1991. 

For further information pis. call tel. 601600 or 687877 


VACANCY NOTICE No. 53/91 

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East announces a vacancy of Assistant 
Information Systems Officer Grade 12 at salary of JD 353.400 fils 
at the Department of Administration — UNRWA Field Office — 
Amman. 

Applicants should have: 

(1) A university degree in Computer Science- 

(2) Excellent knowledge of the VS Operating System, DOS. 
Wang Word Processing, Word Perfect, Lotus 1-2-3 and 
Paradox 3. 

(3) A minimum of 3 years experience working with mini and 
personal computers with at least 2 years experience in 
software development 

(4) Good command of spoken and written English. 

Priority of appointment will be given to qualified registered 
Palestinian refugees and to internal candidates of the Agency. 
The agency' administration reserves the right to make no 
appointment if a suitable candidate cannot be found from 
among the applicants without giving reasons. 

Interested qualified persons are required to complete 
an UNRWA application form obtainable from Jordan 
Field Office and other UNRWA Area Offices and return 
this to Field Personnel Officer and Deputy Held Admi- 
nistration Officer, Jordan — UNRWA, Held Office, 
Amman — near Arab College, opposite Rashid Tulei 
School, P.O. Box 484, Amman. 

Dead-line for receiving applications Is 5 August 1991. 



Ground-floor with 2 bedrooms, office, sitting and dining room, 
kitchen, bathroom, carpark and garden. Provided with separate 
electricity, water, telephone, central heating and solar system for 
water healing. 

LOCATION: AmmatVShmeisani. behind Marriott Hotel. 

Kindly contact telephone no. 663507 


FOR RENT 

Furnished deluxe apartment consists of 2 bedrooms, 
dining room, salon, library, kitchen and central heating. 
Location: Abdoun. 

For more Information please call 632981 Amman. 



FROSTI 

Italian <• ice cream 


Tel; 661503 
Shemisani 


2 bedrooms, dining room, salon, 2 bathrooms, veranda 
9x3.5 rn®in a very quiet residential area. King Hussein 
Medical City road. 

Tel: 846867 


REQUIRED 

TEACHERS OF ENGLISH FOR 
SUMMER SCHOOL 

English Native Speakers (preferably graduates) to teach chil- 
dren and adults — for further information please can 

Tel. Noj 680726 between 4-6 p.m. 


JAQUAR FOR SALE 

Duty free, XJ6 1986 4.2 dark grey metallic, 
excellent condition, full options, leather, 
seats, one owner. 

Please call daytime 893730 Eve 697852 
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Pretoria reels under 


‘dirty tricks’ charges 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A 
row over secret state funding of 
the Inkatha Freedom Party has 
revealed only the tip of the South 
African government's “dirty 
cricks” iceberg, an opposition 
politician charged Sunday. 

The funding row has con- 
fronted President F.W. de Klerk 
with one of the gravest crises of 
his term in office and prompted 
political commentators to suggest 
the government may have been 
guilt)" of far worse abuses. 

Kobus Jordaan, a member of 
parliament for the Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party, said he had been told 
late last year that the government 
had a secret five million rand 
(SI .7 million) shish fund. 

“I assume the' Inkatha pay- 
ments were just the tip of the 
iceberg,” he said. "When I asked 
about this money in parliament 
earlier this year the reply was that 
it would not be in the public 
interest to disclose details.” 

Nelson Mandela, Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu and leading news- 
papers demanded the resignation 
of Law and Order Minister 
Adriaan Vlok following the discl- 
osure Friday that police had paid 
Inkatha 250,000 rend (£90,000) to 
stage two rallies. 

“De Klerk needs to act drasti- 
cally and decisively,” the widely- 
read Sunday Star said in an edito- 
rial. “For a start he should dis- 
miss Mr. Vlok and (Defence 
Minister) Magnus Malan.” 

The paper also reported fresh- 
allegations that an army unit was 
responsible for killing blacks at 
random to stoke friction between 


Inkatha and Mr. Mandela’s African 
National Congress (ANC). The 
defence force denied the report. 

The Star said Mr. Vlok's 
admission of help for Inkatha 
gave weight to charges that secur- 
ity forces were involved in 
township massacres. 

The Johannesburg Sunday 
Times said the slush fund revela- 
tions meant that accusations that 
state hit squads had assassinated 
anti-apartheid activists could be 
well-founded. 

"One after another, allegations 
of evil-doing which seemed in- 
credible have proved to be true,” 
it said in a front-page editorial. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Awie Marais said the money paid 
to Inkatha had come from a fund 
controlled by the ministry to com- 
bat sanctions. 

“One of our prime objectives 
was to get foreign governments 
and opinion makers to under- 
stand that sanctions did not help 
the process of change in South 
Africa,” he said. 

Mr. Vlok told the Afrikaans 
newspaper Rapport that in future 
closer watch would be. kept on 
tax-payers' money and payments 
like those for the Inkatha rallies 
in 1989 and 1990 were no longer 


be 


necessary. 

“It is a closed chapter,’ 
said. 

Inkatha leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, whose mainly Zulu 
supporters are locked in a four- 
year fend with the ANC that has 
killed about 5,000 blacks, denied 
knowing about the payments. 

Mr. Mandela, in Spain on the- 


first leg of an 18-day fo^pign tour, 
said the government aid for In- 
katha threatened negotiations on 
a new non-rad al constitution. 

"There can be a complete 
breakdown in relations between 
tbe ANC and the government," 
he said. 

Mr. Mandela has long accused 
the government of siding with 
Inkatha to try to destroy the 
ANC. He has also charged that a 
"third force” is trying to sabotage 
peace talks with Mr. De Klerk. 

Political commentators urged 
Mr. De Klerk to restore his credi- 
bility to keep power-sharing 
negotiations on track. 

"(He) is in danger of being 
dragged down by the sinister 
forces that lurk in bis govern- 
ment,” the Sunday Times said. 
'“If his historic endeavour to turn 
this country from the path of 
destruction is to proceed; he must 
soon gain control.” 

Democratic Party MP Jordaan 
said he did not think Mr. De 
Klerk was personally involved in 
secret payments, adding: "I still 
believe in his integrity.” 

A spokesman for Mr. De Klerk 
said he would have no comment 
on the latest charges, but noted 
that tbe cabinet would hold a 
regular meeting Monday when 
the issue would probably be 
raised. 

Archbishop Tutu, who won the 
Nobel Peace Prize for his anti- 
apartheid campaigning, said 
Saturday Mr. De Klerk should 
resign if it emerged that he had 
known of the funding. 

Meanwhile, a school in Pre- 



F.W. de Klerk 


toria intended for use by the 
African National Congress 
(ANC) was damaged by a bomb 
blast Sunday for the second time 
in a week, police said. 

They said the bomb blew a hole 
in the wall around the unused 
Hi 11 view School. No one was 
hurt. 

Last Sunday a 25-kilogramme 
bomb, believed to have been 
planted by right-wing whites, de- 
molished a section of the school 
building. 

The government allocated the 
school in a white suburb to be 
used by the ANC for children 
returning from exile in Tanzania. 

In the Cape province city of 
Port Elizabeth, about 200 whites 
staged a march Saturday to pro- 
test at coloured (mixed race) 
families who have moved into 
their previously white suburb. 

The protesters, carrying post- 
ers demanding that the Algoa 
Park suburb remain white, para- 
ded outside the homes of two of 
the coloured families. 


38 killed in India’s Punjab state 


NEW DELHI (AP) — At least 38 
people were killed in renewed 
fighting in strife-tom Punjab pro- 
vince, Press Trust of India (PTI) 
said. 


Those killed include- 16 Sikh 
militants, most of them shot to 
death by police. The rest were 
civilians. 


Among the dead militants was 
Mehtab Singh, a leader of the 
outlawed Bhindranwale Tiger 


■Force, one of the half-dozen mili- 
tant groups fighting for Punjab’s 
independence from India. 

Two other slain militants were 
identified as area commanders of 
the Khalistan Commando Force, 
another top guerrilla organisa- 
tion. 

Khalistan, or land of the pure, 
is the name Sikh militants would 
give to an independent Punjab. 

Singh's bullet-ridden body was 
found in the district of Amritsar, 


the Sikh holy city and the centre 
of the Sikh separatist campaign 
400 kilometres northwest of New 
Delhi. He was apparently killed 
by a rival militant group. Press 
Trust of India quoted police as 
saying. 


Singh, who had a reward of 
$19,230 oh his head, was wanted 
in about 200 cases of murder, 
extortions and ambushes on 
police, PTI said. 



summit results will have 


e effect in 


Union 


MOSCOW ( AP) — Mikhail Gor- 
bachev's mixed success at the 
London economic summit will do 
little for the Soviet economy 
without greater political changes 
at home, politicians and econom- 
ists have said. 

"His game is political and this 
(summit) was economic, and the 
two are not connected,’’ said 
Tatyana Koryagina, a Soviet gov- 
ernment economist. 

The reaction showed the hur- 
dles Mr. Gorbachev still faces 
after meeting with leaders of the 
Group of Seven industrialised 
countries in London this week. 
The president affirmed his place 
as a statesman and won G-7 
promises of technical assistance 
and advice, but got no credits or 
investment. 

Mr. Gorbachev went to outline 
a reform plan and ask for West- 
ern help to modernise key Soviet 
industries and make the ruble a 


convertible currency. 

Aid was intended to smooth 
transition to a market economy 
for Soviet citizens who are in- 
creasingly finding it impossible to 
make ends meet. 

Price increases that took effect 
in April pushed retail prices 90 
per cent higher than they were 
last year. The government 
ordered wage increases to com- 
pensate, but they have lagged 
behind price rises. 

The Soviet equivalent of gross 
national product dropped 10 per 
cent in the first half of 1991 from 
the same period last year. Soviet 
national income fell 12 per cent in 
the first six months of the year 
and industrial production drop- 
ped 6.2 per cent, the government 
announced while Mr. Gorbachev 
was in London. 

Mr. Gorbachev, after returning 
Friday from London, called his 
trip the beginning of a long pro- 


cess of Soviet integration into 
the world economy. 

“I think our people will receive 
■this with satisfaction," Mr. Gor- 
bachev said. “There are very 
complicated and responsible 
tasks in front of us all.” 

But economist Leonid Abalkin 
said in an interview published 
Saturday in the newspaper argu- 
ments and facts that even with 
Western aid. “the situation will 
worsen ... during the next year or 
year and a half.” 

“We will face substantial 
changes in the situation in five 
years if we take enormous 
efforts,” Mr. Abalkin said. 

Mr. Gorbachev reached final 
agreement in London with U.S. 
President George Bush on a long- 
awaited nuclear weapons reduc- 
tion treaty. That allowed the 
leaders to set July 30-31 as the 
date for a superpower summit in 
Moscow. 


Army pullout order hits hard at 
some with roots in Slovenia 


LJUBLJANA, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— For some Yugoslav army sol- 
diers, pulling out of Slovenia will 
mean withdrawing from hostile 
territory where the locals regard 
them as an occupying force. For 
others, it's leaving home. 

The decision Thursday by 
Yugoslavia's collective presiden- 
cy to withdraw the federal army 
from th% breakaway republic 
within i. ee months was wel- 
comed - most recruits in the 
sr*r.y's r ^quarters in Slovenia. 


more calm than Slovenia, where a 
week of fighting with republican 
forces earlier in the month left 
more than 60 people dead — 
most of them Yugoslav troops. 

“This decision is good,” said 
Martin Puharic, 20, a military 
policeman from Croatia. “The 
Slovenes will kill us one by one if 
we stay.” 

Alexander Tutic, a 20-year old 
Serbian, also approved of the 
pullout order. 


U w; indemned, however, 

r prt -anal soldiers, some 

< n oit Yugoslav republics but 

h cscades-cld roots in 
venia. who thought they could 
• out :heir lives there, 
vlanv of the approximately 
,000 men who wiil withdraw 
are career officers or non- 
commissioned officers. About 70 
per cent have families — many of 
them well established in and 
around Ljubljana. The presiden- 
tial decree was thus causing its 
share of grumbling. 

"It is very sad,” commented 
Sgt. Hazim Alic, a 52-year-old 
Bosnian. "It’s dear that the peo- 
ple who made this decision didn't 
think about the grief they would 
be causing some families.” 


Most of the conscripts are also 
from other Yugoslav republics, 
but they all planned to go home 
anyway after their 12 months’ 
service. Several said they prefer- 
red to finish their service in areas 


"I think that the Yugoslav 
army has saved its dignity with 
this dedsion,” he said, wiping 
sweat from his brow as he took a 
break from an impromptu soccer 
game in the central yard of the 
barracks. 

There was little sign of the 
tensions of recent weeks, and no 
indication that the army, which 
engaged Slovene forces in a failed' 
attempt to force the republic to 
back away from its June 25 dec- 
laration of independence, now 
had anything but peace on its 
mind. 

Some soldiers lounged under 
verdant chestnut trees lining the 
paved soccer field, preferring to 
ignore, rather than salute, the 
occasional passing officer. A 
generator droned, producing 
some of tbe electricity lost after, 
the Slovenes cut power to federal 
army bases to protest the closure' 
of Slovene air space. 


The Slovenes said Friday, after 
the announcement of the with- 


drawal, that they would turn tbe 
electricity back on and expected 
the military to reopen the air 
space soon. 

One trooper surveyed the 
scene from an open window of a 
tum-of-the-century building. A 
cassette or record player nearby 
blared out “Should I Stay Or 
Should I Go" by the rock group 
Clash. 

Col. Jovan Miskov would pre- 
fer to stay. 

The barracks commander, a 
Macedonian, has spent 25 of his 
48 years in Ljubljana, and said 
he, his wife and their two children 
consider tbe republic their borne, 
even if it secedes. 

“This is a very sad time for us,” 
said Col. Miskov, his eyes misting 
over. "We have to leave our 
people, our schools, our homes. 

“My children just started uni- 
versity here,” said Col- Miskov. 
“We don’t know now whether 
they will stay or come with us to 
my new posting." 

Miskov's deputy, Lt.-Col 
Mihail o Terzic, has spent 27 years 
in Slovenia, where he owns a 
house and a summer home. 

The barrel-chested 47-year-old 
Montenegrin said his Slovene 
wife and their daughter would 
stay in Ljubljana, “and I will try 
to get a post nearby — maybe in 
Croatia — and commute on 
weekends and holidays.” 
“Orders -are orders, you 
-know” he said with a pained 
smile. 


51 killed, 

4 million 
affected by 
floods in 


Bangladesh 


DHAKA (AP) — Overflowing 
rivers have flooded most of 
northern Bangladesh, killing 51 
people and leaving millions of 
people homeless or stranded, 
officials said Sunday. 

“It is difficult to give an exact 
picture of the death and destruc- 
tion-. The flood water is inundat- 
ing fresh areas every minute,” a 
relief ministry official said. 

The official, who spoke on the 
condition .of anonymity, said 15 
of Bangladesh’s 64 districts have 
been ravaged by the floods and 
the heavy rain this week. 

Tens of thousands of mud-and- 
straw houses have been washed 
away and many people were liv- 
ing on roofs of brick bouses. 
Thousands of acres of crops also 
have been flooded, he said. 

Many homeless peopie have 
taken shelter on makeshift bam- 
boo platforms on trees, flood 
protection embankments and 
raised railway tracks, the official 
said. 

“There may be up to 4 million 
people affected by the floods.” 
including those who have been 
left homeless or stranded and 
whose fields and businesses have 
been destroyed, he said. 

At least 10,000 people have 
become homeless since Saturday 
in the northern district of Sira- 
jganj alone. United News of 
Bangladesh news agency said. 
The area is 105 kilometres from 
the capital of Dhaka. 

Police Suid 15 people drowned 
in the Ganges River in Sirajganj 
while (wo others were washed 
away in the northern Sherpur 
district. 


ASEAN 
rejects bid 
to link aid 
to human 


rights 


KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia 
(AP) — Stung by charges of 
human rights abuses in their re- 
gjkn, leaders of the Association of 
South East Asian Nations are 
using their annual meeting to 
take a strong stand against the 
criticism. 

Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad has ac- 
cused industrialised nations of 
being condescending when they 
criticise human rights in Asia. 

“The norms and precepts For 
the observance of human rights, 
vary from society to society and 
from one period to another with- 
in tbe same society,” Mr. 
Mahathir told tbe ministers in his 
opening address. 


"Nobody can claim to have the 
monopoly of wisdom to deter- 
mine what is right and proper for 
all countries and peoples. It 
would be condescending, to say 
the least, and suspect for the 
West to preach human rights to 
us in the East,” he said. 

A critical report by Amnesty 
International and recent publica- 
tion of a controversial “human 
freedom index” by the U.N. De- 
velopment Programme has 
annoyed Asian officials. So did 
suggestions by the European 
Community that expanded trade 
and aid with ASEAN could de- 
pend on human rights in tbe 
region. 


Besides Malaysia, ASEAN 
members include, Indonesia, 
Thailand, Singapore, Brunei and 
the Philippines. 

The conference resumes Mon- 
day with three days of talks with 
their major trading partners: The 
United States. Japan, European 
Community. South Korea, Au- 
stralia, Canada and New Zea- 
land. 

In his opening speech Friday, 
Thai Foreign Minister Area Sara- 
sin spoke of “unpalatable 
attempts to link environmental 
concerns and human rights with 
economic cooperation.” 

He referred to ministerial talks 
in Luxembourg in late May be- 
tween ASEAN and the European 
Community. ASEAN rejected an 
EC attempt to link respect for 
human rights in Asia with the 
provision of aid. 

Indonesian Foreign Minister 
Ali Alatas said his country shared 
the “justified concern of ali 
ASEAN countries over the in- 
creasing tendency among certain 
developed countries to attempt to 
link the issues of human rights 
and the environment ... in the 
context of development coopera- 
tion.” 

ASEAN worries that Western 
trade and aid could be made 
conditional on such non-trade 
issues as Western standards of 
environmental protection and 
labour and political rights. 


As an example, Mr. Mahathir 
cited a petition to withdraw 
Malaysia's U.S. trade privileges. 

“(U.S.) labour organisations 
may seem to be concerned with 
the .welfare of our workers, but 
should their petitions result in the 
withdrawal of GSP privileges, the 
net result will be to reduce 
investments in our country and 
create unemployment among the 
workers.” Mr. Mahathir said. 

London-based Amnesty Inter- 
national, in its annual report on 
human rights released on July 8, 
listed four of the six ASEAN 
states as places in Asia where 
torture, ill-treatment or poor de- 
tention conditions were found. 


Anger voiced at U.K. 


army cutback plans 


LONDON (R) — Some of Bri- 
tain’s most famous army regim- 
ents mil march off the parade 
ground and into tbe history books 
under defence cuts expected this 
week. 

Despite battle honours dating 
back more than 300 years, the 
regiments have lost their fight 
against a government determined 
to reap a peace dividend from tbe 
end of the cold war. 

The army cutbacks have 
aroused fierce anger among sol- 
diers and senior members of the 
ruling Conservative Party. 

Defence Secretary Tom King 
has already announced that the 
army will fall by 40,000 to 1 16,000 
men over the next three years and 
on Tuesday the cabinet is ex- 
pected to decide which regiments 
will be disbanded or merged. 

In setting tbe overall manpow- 
er level Mr. King left it to 
army chiefs to draw up their own 
casualty list among the regiments. 

In wide speculation over where 
the axe will Call, local news re- 
ports have suggested a last- 
minute reprieve for a few units. 

Serving officers are forbidden 
from public comment, but retired 
generals have sprung to their old 
regiments' defence. 

Clamorous public relations 
campaigns have been waged 
alongside discreet lobbying exer- 
cises in tbe corridors of power. 

Field Marshal Lord Bra mall, 
chid’ of die defence staff from 
1982 to 1985, told the British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
that tbe government had gone 
“over the top” in cutting the 
army. 

George Younger, Mr. King’s 
predecessor as defence secretary, 
said tbe cutbacks would leave the 
army “overstretched." 

The army points to the British 
regimental system, with its time- 
honoured customs and family ties 
going back generations, as a uni- 
que means of focusing loyalty 
among fighting men. 

Not only are regiments 
threatened, bat so are cere- 
monies such as piping tire haggis 
by tbe Soots Guards and the 
carrying of shepherd's crook by 
the Colonel of die Gordon High- 
landers. 


All sides ag ree on the need for 
defence cuts following the col- 
lapse of the Warsaw Pact. The 
government says NATO will face 
one million fewer East Bloc 
troops and 30,000 fewer tanks by 
the mid-1990s. 

Britain’s navy will be reduced 
from 63,000 to 55,000 personnel 
and the air force will be trimmed 
from 89,000 to 75,000. 

The Defence Ministry wants an 
army pinned from 55 to 36 infan- 
try battalions but senior military!, 
men believe 41 are needed if the 
army is to meet its commitments 

They say a lesson of the Gulf 
war, to which Britain sent more 
than 40,000 men, is that the 
armed forces must be in a posi- 
tion to respond to the unex- 
pected. 


General Sir Martin Famdale 
chairman of the Royal United 
Services Institute, a military think 
tank, strongly condemned the 
government's plans to cut the 
army. 

“To huri the whole army into 
turmoil and to slash its capability 
by so much at such a time is 
dangerous and irresponsible,” he 
said in a letter to tbe Daily 
Telegraph. 


Mr. King says tbe cuts are 
“careful and prudent.” The re- 
duced Soviet threat means Bri- 
tain can dispense with 30,000 of 
its 55,000 soldiers now based on 
the Rhine in Germany. 

There will also be no need for 
3,000 men in Berlin and 2,000 in 
Hong Kong, which goes back to 
China in 1997. Including men in 
training for these roles, that adds 
op to the 40,000 to be cut. 

At the victory parade for Bri- 
tain's Gulf war forces last month, 
heir to the throne Prince Charles 
said: “I hope we never underesti- 
mate the intangible value of tbe 
regimental system.” 

But it is argued that concen- 
trating on regiments misses the 
point — the overall size of the 
army and the job it has to do. 

“Defence is far too important 
to be treated as part of the 
heritage industry,” said Yale 
University’s professor of bistory. 
Sir Michael Howard, in an article 
in Tbe Tunes. 


Sandinistas admit errors 


but vow to stay Socialist 


MANAGUA (AP) — The Sandi- 
nista Party should “forego au- 
thoritarianism" but not abandon 
socialism, former President 
Daniel Ortega said as the group 
of former revolutionaries met to 
reassess its direction. 

Mr. Ortega spoke Friday night 
at the opening of the Sandinista 
National Liberation Front’s first 
national congress, in which the 
leftist party is deciding whether to 
become more centrist after being 
voted out of office last year. 

About 1,000 party delegates 
are attending the two-day con- 
gress to elect new party officials, 
set policy for coming years and 
approve or modify current pro- 
cedural rules. 

Mr. Ortega, reading from a 
42-page report prepared by the 
National Executive Committee, 
said the challenge during the 
coming years is for the Sandinis- 
tas “to continue along the road to 
socialism.” 

The Sandinistas “opened the 
way towards socialism to save the 
values of humankind and to 
guarantee peace with justice and 
respect for human rights, free- 
dom and democracy,” he said. 

The congress, the .first-ever 
held on a national scale by the 
Sandinistas, was also directed at 
self-criticism. 

“Our election defeat has 
brought to light, by means of a 



Daniel Ortega 

wide ranging process of criticism, 
the faults and mistakes that 
weakened our image and our 
political task.” said the Sandinis- 
ta leader, who was beaten in 
presidential elections in February 
1990 by Violeta Chamorro, rep- 
resenting a fractious 14-party 
coalition. The Sandinista Nation- 
al Liberation Front is the coun- 
try’s biggest opposition party. 

Mr. Onega, referring to the 
lavish lifestyle top Sandinista offi- 
cials enjoyed during their years in 
power, said: “Some comrades in- 
dulged in lifestyles that con- 
trasted with the difficult condi- 
tions the majority of our peopie 
faced." 


Bush’s China policy on the line as Senate meets this week 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush's China policy 
will be on the line in the Senate 
this week when leading Demo- 
crats seek to attach conditions to 
a renewal of Peking's favourable 
trade ties with the United States. 

The battle over China's most 
favoured nation (MEN) status 
will be fought amid widening 
U.S. discontent over Peking's 
alleged unfair trade practices, 
continuing human rights abuses 
and missile and nuclear export 
policies. 

Legislation proposed by Senate 
Democratic leader George 
Mitchell and backed by an array 
of prominent Democrats would 
require China to meet a series of 
conditions before MFN could be 
renewed in 1992. 

It would allow MFN to go 
forward this year but would cut it 
off immediately if China exported 
certain intermediate-range mis- 
siles to Pakistan, Iran or Syria. 

Mr. Bush, a former ambassa- 
dor to China who regards himself 
as an expert on the country, 
strongly opposes tbe bill, but 
even his supporters concede it is 
virtually certain to pass in some 
form. The administration is rally- 
ing its forces to gain enough votes 


— at least 34 — to sustain Mr. 
Bush's veto. 

For the administration, the 
House of Representatives is a lost 
cause — it has already voted to 
attach conditions to MFN in 1992 
by a margin well in excess of the 
required two-thirds majority 
needed to override a veto. 

Both legislative bodies need a 
two-thirds vote to override and 
Mr. Bush has won every veto 
fight with Congress so far. 

As part of a campaign to gain, 
swing votes in the Senate when 
debate opens Monday. Mr. Bush 
sent a letter Friday to pro-MFN 
Senator Max Baucus, a Demo- 
crat, describing measures the 
administration is taking to try to 
force changes in Peking’s poli- 
cies. 

Sen. Baucus. who with a bipar- 
tisan group of 14 other senators, 
had sought written commitments 
from Mr, Bush, hailed tbe letter 
as real progress on U.S. con- 
cerns. 

But Sen. Mitchell said the let- 
ter was “mostly rhetoric” and 
provided no action on human 
rights, an assessment echoed by 
the human rights monitoring 
organisation Asia Watch. 

Tbe human rights issue has 


been high on the U.S.-China 
agenda since a bloody govern- 
ment crackdown against pro- 
democracy dissidents in Peking's 
Tiananmen Square two years 
ago. 

Members of Congress have 
also complained about repressive 
Chinese policies in Tibet, alleged 
export of goods made by prison- 
ers and Chinese trade policies 
partly responsible for a $10- 
biliion U.S.-Chinese trade imba- 
lance. 


Administration officials assert 
that denial of MFN, or imposition 
of conditions that could be tanta- 
mount to denial, would deprive 
the United States of influence in 
China and punish the very refor- 
mers the United States wants to 
help. 


China has rejected any linkage 
between trade and human rights, 
a position spelt out by former 
envoy to Washington Han Xu in 
an interview in Peking last week. 

“If die United States cancels 
MFN or puts conditions on, Chi- 
na will not accept it,” he said, 
warning Congress that the issue 
could set back work in improving 
U.S.-China ties by 20 years. 

Tbe administration also asserts 


that U.S. business and agriculture 
would be harmed and the British 
colony of Hong Kong would suf- 
fer a devastating blow if MFN 
were cut off. It notes that many 
sanctions imposed after the 1989 
crackdown remain. 

Bush’s letter said that if talks 
with Chinese officials in Washing- 
ton next month failed to produce 
commitments to open up China's 
markets to American goods, the 
administration would invoke a 
trade law provision that could 
lead to retaliation. 

The letter also promised furth- 
er action to prevent illegal ship- 
ment of Chinese textiles to the 
United States through third coun- 
tries, and measures to block 
goods made in prison. 

It also said the United States 
had raised its concerns about' 
Chinese human rights abuses at 
last week's group of seven sum- 
mit in London and was making' 
dear to China U.S. concerns 
about destabilising missile trans- 
fers. 

More than 100 countries enjoy' 
MFN status, under which they 
receive the lowest tariffs offered 
by the United States. China was 
first granted ft in 1980 and it has 
been renewed each year since. 





* 


Second operation 
needed to retrieve 
scissors 




KUWAIT CITY (AP) — Ah. 
Egyptian was operated on twice, 
in two weeks — first to. repair 
injuries from a land mine expldv 
sion and second to remove a pare 
of scissors the surgeon left behind 
in bis abdomen, a Kuwaiti rifcws^ 
paper reported Saturday- The 
Arabic daily Al Qabas said the 
patient, Khaled Ramadan, 
underwent an operation, but com- 
plained of continuing pain . Doc- 
tors at Al Sabah Hospital ordered 
an X-ray, and Ramadan was 
shocked to learn about thesdsr 
sors but had no choice in 
in to the anesthetic*? for- the: 
second rime, the paper sakL. The 
paper did not say if Ramadan was . 
a soldier or one of the many 
Egyptians employed as falfouirers. 
in Kuwait. 


/ 
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3-year-old found 
locked in cage ; 


RIALTO, California. (AP) ^ A . 
three-year-old giri was found 
locked m a wooden ca^wbefo. : V 
she was kept because herfamily. 
“couldn't handle” her, author- 
ities said Friday. The gift's grand- jjjl 
mother and the woman's- boyfi ‘ 
riend were booked for inyestig^ ^ * 
tion of false imprisonment 'and, 
child cruelty, San Bemafifinq 
county sheriffs detective ' Toth 
Taylor said. They were released- "V* 
on bail. The pale, apparently. 
malnourished child was found in\ : 
her pajamas Monday cowerir$ 
inside the 5-foot by 5-foot .(1 .Sj 
metre by 1.5 metre) cage. Mr r Y 
Taylor said a sheriffs deputy ' 
found her after receiving a datt;.!:-^ 
from neighbours. "She was put m -y 
there because she was an active — 
three-year-old. you know, / ' 
way three-year-olds are," -mW.-. -;* 


Mr. Taylor. “But her family:-: 5 .? 
in’t handle it” A wooder* . 


couldn’ 

bed with a quarter-inch (half-' 
centimetre) thick foam pad wa 
inside the cage. .The child; 
apparently slept in the cage afldvc 
spent several hours during fee 
spent several boms during the daj> - c 
there, he said. She shared the roour- f. \ 
with her two brothers, agesSj 
6, who were occasionally . 
in the cage as punishment, r hf; r 4 
said. A doctor later found tbe girt 
had chicken pox, a double ear - • t 
infection and a stomach disorder 
that caused vomiting, the deteo- . \ 
five said. . . 
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Judge faces 
discipline for 
baring backside 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — A 
judge faces disciplinary action for 
baring his backside tty several- 
people in his office in what be. 
says was just a Valentine’s Day 
joke to show off some colourful 
— if skimpy — underwear. Ham-, 
mond City Judge Peter Katie 
blamed political rivals for report- 1 
ing the incident to the Indiania: 
Commission of Judicial Qualifies-- 
tions, which announced it had' 
started disciplinary proceedings. - 
Judge Katie invited a woman who 
works for the court clerk ftito'his 
office on Feb. 14, and wife 
another employee and a" city 
police officer watching, ^turned- 
his back to the female employee 1 
and without invitation or fore-, 
warning pulled down his pants, 
entirely revealing his bare but- 
tocks,” the charges said, .fudge; 
Katie said that description con- 
tained inaccuracies. He said the 
incident was simply a Valentine's 
Day prank to show off special 
underwear that left much of his 
buttocks uncovered. “While .hr 
ret rospe ct, it may not have' been 
in proper taste, it had no cor*-: 
notations other than those of .a 
practical joke,” Judge Katie said.' 
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Amorous whales 
ignore spectators 


ADELAIDE, Australia (/ 
A . pair of amorous whales 
seem to mind a bit that hut 
of people are watching tfi 
marine biologist says. Bii 
lan Milne, who coordinat 
Victor Harbour whale 
programme, said Frida 
whales began a mating 
Thursday. Tbe passionate 
em right whales were peift 
m shallow waters'off Victd 
bour, about 80 kilometres 
of Adelaide. Each whale 
about 15 metric 

"These two are . not shy, 

Milne said. “They Have « 
quite dose tb -shdfe and 
seem to mind -that 


people ire watching. ” 
deseT * bed their behavior 


specular .»r«iuuung. 
a Py observers were, 
“^movements of a mm 
male whale, nearby. ■- 
lots of uhderwafe 

when they TTtate, arid;i 








